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The f.llowine sketch of the l-fe and character of the rev. Dre 
GeoxwGe Durrit cp, late minister cf the secuud Lresbylerian 
church in the city of Pailidelphia (dvrn Gélover, 1732. and 
who died February 2d, 1790) is taken from his funeral sere 
mon, preached by the Kev. Dr. Green. Gen. Aflem, Mage 


Funeral panegyric has been fo much abufed, that it has, 
inamealure, deleated its own defign. HExiravagant and mif- 
applied encomium, by its frequency and tallacy, has renders 
edeven the truth fufpicious. The truth, however, ought to 
be told; and, on the prefent occafion, it is our intention to 
be governed by it, in its rigorous ftriinefs. And, indeed, fo 
much may be faid, without going beyond its bounds, that 
there is little temptation to tranfgrefs. 

Asa man, the reverend door Duffi-!d pofie fled a vigorous, 

aftive, firm, and benevolent mind. He thought with energy 
and quicknefs; and he dreaded not the labour of thinking. 
In promptitude of conception, and readinefs of utterance, few 
were his equals. Thefe qualities, in carly life, enabled him 
to preach with a frequency, of which the inftances are rare : 
and throughout life, they gave him a conf. quence and utility 
ia deliberative bodies, to which few can attain. 

To the opinions which he formed, he adhered with fleadi-. 
nefs. He was neither fiightened from them by the number 
efhis opponents, nor foothed ty the refpectabiiity of their 
characters or flations. His behavicur, indced, was at the fare 
theft remove from difrefpect: but he was, in an eminent de- 
Gree, a man of an undaunted (pirit, The fimocis of his mind 
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66 
was a leading trait, a prominent feature of his whole charaes 
ter. It enabled him, in all the viciffitudes, and under the fes 
vereft trials of life (and he was familiar with them) to maine 
tain an equanimity of conduét, which feemed to flow from the 


fortitude of the philofopher, mingled with the patience and ree 
fignation of the chriftian. 


His kindnefs and benevolence were great and extenfive, 
They were the ornament of his other virtues. Asa hufband, 
a father, a brother, a mafter, anda friend, he was fingularly 
indulgent, tender and affeCtionate. But his benevolence was 
not confined to thefe limits. It led him to be, in a peculiar 
manner, the friend of the friendlefs. He efpoufed their caufe, 
and advanced their intereft, with the warmeft zeal. In his 
ceath, the afflidted, the diftrefled, and the poor, have loft one 
of their beft friends and counfellors, and one of their warmek 
advocates and moft conftant vifitors. It was this part of his 
charaéter, which led him to connect himfelf with the various 
humane inftitutions in Philadelphia, and which rendered him 
one of their moft active, attentive, and valuable members, It 
was his benevolent temper of mind, lkewife, which renders 
ed him fo highly efleemed by almoft all denominations of 
chriftians ; and which difpofed him to unite an extenfive cha- 
rity for thofe who differed from him in matters of faith or o- 
pinion, with an earneft contention for what he efleemed the 
truth. 


As ascholar, he was confiderably diftinguifhed. He early dif= 
covered a thirft for knowledge, which led him to the purfuit 
of liberal fcience. In his academical courfe, he rofe above 
moft of his fellows; and was afterwards employed as a tutor, 
in the feminary which was the nurfe of his juvenile ftudies. 
His knowlede was more of the folid, than of the ornamental 
or polifhed kind. He was accurate in claffic learning: and 
he loved philofophy in all its branches. For thefe reafons, he 


was eleGled a member of the Philofophical Society, in Phila-. ” 


delphia, of which he was a diligent attendant, and a ufeful 
member, 
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As a citizen, he was highly diftinguifhed for public -fpirit, 
and the love of liberty, and for the promotion of every defign, 
which had for its objeét the general welfare. No one wasa 
more zealous and ative patriot than he ; or in the fmaller 
divifions of fociety, more fincerely endeavoured to do fervice 
tothe community. In the late ftruggle for liberty in Ameri- 
ca, he was an early, adecided, and a uniform friend to his 
country: and fince the peace he has been equally affiduous, 
in ufing all his influence to advance the public interelt and 
tranquility. ; 

As a christian, he fhone confpicuoufly. He lived the reli- 
gion which he profeffed. The fpirit of the gofpel feemed to 
have tin@ured his whole mind, and to poffefs a conftant and 
powerful influence on his heart. He was, truly and remarkae 
bly, an example of the life of God in the foul of man. His 
‘¢ fellowfhip with the Father of his fpirit,” and his ‘* convers 
fation with Heaven,” appeared to be almoft uninterrupted. 
Nor was he lefs diftinguifhed in alive duty. He fought all 
occafions of ferving his Lord. Of him it may be faid with 
truth, thathe ‘ went about doing good.” 

As a divine, he was thoroughly acquainted with the moft 
approved fyftems of Calviniftic divinity. He was a warm ade 


mirer and advecate of the do¢trines of grace. He was ever 


ready to plead for, and defend them in public and private. 
Defcended from pious parents, * froma child he had known 
the Holy Scriptures :” and he improved his early acquaine 
tance with them, into a familiarity feldom acquired. He 
read them in their original languages, of which he was no uae 
fkilful mafter. In ecclefiaftical hiftory, his knowledge, if 
not minute, was comprehenfive ; and in the government and 
difcipline of the Prefbyterian church, I believe he hath not 
left a fuperior, in an acquaintance with all its parts. He was 
honoured for thefe accomplifhments with the degree of Doce 
tor in Divinity. 

As a preacher of the goepel, he was indefatigable, evangeli- 
gal, and fuccefsful, He was ** a workman that needed not to 
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68 
be afhamed, rightly dividirg the werd of life.” In the early 
part of his minifirv, while his imagination retaired its fer. 
voir, he was remarkably animated in his public addre fles, and 
vrufually popular. An intimation that he was to preach, was 
the fure figoal of a crouded auditory. His manner was al. 
ways warm and forcible, and his infiru€ions always pra@i- 
cal. He hed a talent of touching the confcience, and {cizirg 
the heart, almoft peculiar to himfelf. He dwelt much on the 
great, plain and cffential truths of the gofpel. Yet he was 
mafler of a fingularly heppy method of explainirg Scripture, 
wich in more advenced life, he trequently practifed. 

His fir! fettlement in the gofpel miniflyy, was at the town 
of Cal fl-, Pennfylvania. Here he was abundant in labours, 
Fis natural a@ivity and ivduflry enabled bim, not only to 
feed the flock of which lhe was the immediate overfeer. but to 
water the vacant parts of his Lord’s vineyard, to which he 
Wes cortipu ous. in almoft an incredible degree. 

Thefe- circumflances marked him out as one properly and 
peculiarly qual:fi d for planting and organizing churches, in 
places defittute of the regular adminil(ration cf gofpel ordi- 
pances. Tothis important bufinefs he was therctore called 
and ep uinted by the Synod of New-Y¥crk and Phiiadelphia ; 
and, in company with the late reverend Mr. Beatty, {penta 
year, in vifiting the frontiers of the country, to preach the 
word of lite to thofe who were perifhing fur * lack of know. 
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ledge ;” and to form them into congregations for the flated 
rec: ption and fupport of the gofpel. A printed memorial of 
this tour has been given to the world ; ard is a mevument of 
his zeal and labour in the caufe of Chrift, and for the good of 
feuls.§ During his refidence at Canlifle, his miniftry, through 
the effufion and epplicaticn of the divine {pirit, wes made ef. 


feQual to turn many ‘* from dzarknefs to ght and from the 


power of Satan unto God.” Burt his talents drew him at = 


Jength into a more public {;here; and placed him as the paf- 
tor of this flock. Here, my brethren, you have been wit- 
mnefles, both of his ref{peCability and fidclity, im his facred of. 
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fice. You have feen him poflefs a diflinguifhed weight and 
influence, im all the judicatories of the church to which he be. 
longed. You have feen him happily unite * the wifdom of 
the ferpent with the harmleffnefs of the dove,” in the mae 
nagement of all its concerns and interefis. You have feenr 
him calied, by the fupreme council of the nation, to cficiate 
as one of their chaplains, during the whole of their refidence 
in Philadelphia. But, what he was more folicitous abcut 
than for all earthly honours, and you fhould remember with 
more care and pleafure, you have feen him ‘inflant in fea- 
fon and out of feafon,” to prcmote your {piritual and eternal 
welfare. He has truly “ watched for ycu,” ¢s one that had 
the charge of fouls. He has brcken unto you the * bread of 
life.”’ He has been to you a faithful and an * able minifter 
ofthe New Veftament.” It was his zeal to do good, that ex. 
pofed him to the difeafe, by which he has been called from 
you. Such was the man over whom we lament, and whofe 
deceefe is a lols, not to you only, Lut to the whole church 
of Chrift. 


The Rev. Mr. Kicherer’s Narrative of his lfissisn to the Hot- 
tentots. 


(Continued from page 23.) 


HAVING continued at the Great River about ten months, 
and finding toat the produce of the land was infufficient for 
the fupport of our numerous cattle, we thought it expedient 
to feparate. We began to remove in the month of March, 
1802. The river being then low, we tock the favorable op. 
portunity of crofling it; but as we could not at that time pafs 
the defart, we erecied theds of branches for a temporary re- 
fidence, till we fhould be able to purfue our journey to Zak 
river. Here we celebrated the New Year; when all my pto- 
ple came to dine with me, and I preached to them on the pa- 
rable of the Barren Fig- Tree. 1 was much incifpofed im vos 
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dy at this time, owing, I conceive, to the want of bread ; no 
was I more comfortable in my mind. 
I fhould have remarked, that in the month of January, th pron” 
Englith Commiffioners, returning from the Bootfuannas, re ies 
quefted me to affift them in procuring cattle ; ‘I therefore acim 
companied them to the Kraal of Cornelius Cock, by whom 
we were kindly received. Immediately I embraced the op. 


portunity of preaching, and teaching the people, which I con. 
tinued from morning to night. 
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My poor people, at home, were in the mean time in much 
danger of being deprived of all their property, by a Bofche. 
man free-booter of great fame, whofe name is Courakakoup 
Providence, however, feafonably interpofed, and prevented 
this mifchief. About this time, General Dundas, the Bri. 
tifh Governor of the Cape, was pleafed to make me a prefent 
of 100]. in reward of my fervices, and offered to promote me 
to the living at Rodezand, where Mr. Vofs had been minif. 
ter; this generous offer however-I thought it right to decline, famp!@ 

Some of the Bofchemen of the country about Zak river,im 
who exprefled a defire for our return to that neighborbood, Mim the 
having mifchievoufly given us falfe information, that confi. Mim 
derable rain had fallen in the wildernefs, (a circumftance 
which alone could enable us to pafs it,) we broke up our en. 
campment, and commenced our journey. We had not pro- Bm uj 
ceeded far, before we were convinced that the Bofchemen Bi w 
had deceived us.—We travelled till the third day without tt 
finding a drop of water. Our cattle then began to be in the Bm ¢. 
utmoft diftrefs; their looks indicated extreme anguifh, and 
their piteous lowing feemed to forbode our deftruétion in the : 
wildernefs. At length we found a very fmall pool, juft fuf. 
ficient to affuage our own thirft, but not that of our animals, | 
A girl was juft going to drink, when, to our great mortifica: 
tion, we perceived that it had been poifoned by the Bofche--. 
men, for we difcovered many heads of ferpents fwimming in 
it. I knowitis commonly reported that the venom of ferpents 
may be fwallowed without danger, but our experience leads | 
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sto believe the contrary. Water thus poifoned will foon 
aufe a perfon who has drank it to become fo giddy that he 


mnnot walk upright, and if an antidote be not fpeedily admis 
iftered, he willcertainly’expire in a few hours. It is, howee 
















No 


pr, true, that Bofchemen, being properly prepared, will drink 
e poifoned water without prejudice totheir health. We were 
veatly diftrefled on the fight of thefe ferpents’ heads, and 
new not what courfe totake. I deliberated in my own mind, 
hether I fhould call the people together for a public prayers 
1.eeting on this occafion, to implore of God a fupply of rain; 


h 


Japut having weighed the matter fully, I refolved to apply in 
brivate prayer to our Saviour, and being fupported in this 
7 my Brother Scholtz, we earneftly intreated his help in 
his time of need. The Lord gracioufly heard the voice of 


pur fupplication, granting us, in the courfe of a few hours, 


uch ** fhowers of bleffings,” as put a period to our diftrefs. 
e praifed the name of Chrift, and ftayed two days at this 
place to recruit our cattle. 


On the morning which was fixed for our departure; one of 
the cows came home with an arrow flicking in her flank. We 
immediately concluded that the Bofchemen had driven away 
part of ourheld. In thefe cafes they oblige the cattle to run 
m as faft as they can, and when any of them is unable to keep 
up with the reft, they pierce it with a dart; in confe quence of 
which it falls on the road, and the carcas is fetched away by 
the robbers onthe foliowing day. The cow which returned 
to us had been thus treated, and ferved as a meffenger to aps 
prize us of what had happened. I difpatched fome Hotten. 
tots with fire-arms to purfue the track of the banditti, and 
in the mean time travelled on with the remainder of the Car- 
avan- On the next day, my people joined us with feventy- 
three out of eighty oxen which had been ftolen from us. They 
had happily fallen in with the robbers, at the diftance of a 


long day’s journey beyond the hills, and recovered the pro 
perty ; but two of our horfes had been killed by the fatigue. 
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Leaving my flock under the care of Brother Scholtz, [ 


haitened forward, towards the refidence of the neareft farm. | 


ers, partly that [ might gratify my extreme longing for a mor. 
fel of bread, having been without this kind of food for haifa 
year. I flopped on the road only a fingle night, urging my 


journey with all poffible difpatch, in company with three of the | 


beft of my people, Cornelius and James de Trees, and John 
Kotze, whofe converfation was fingularly fpiritual and plea. 
fant; happier hours than thefe Ifcarcely ever f{pent. At 
length I came within fight of the firft farmers houfe, my joy 
on approaching which was inexpreflible. My firft requelt was 
for a piece of bread, which f{ immediately devoured with the 
keeneft appetite. It is difficult to conceive of the gratifi-a- 
tion Lerjoyed, when talling once more this long-miffcd ar. 
ticle of food.—Shorily after this, I arrived in fafety at my 
home near Zik river. I rejoiced exceedingly when I regain- 
ed the favored fpot, where the Lord had fhown me fo many 
wonders of his grace and goodnefs. My dear Cornelius was 
overjoyed, and faid, “ O Sir! what happy times have we 
** formerly had here! This little houfe, could it fpeak, would 
“tellus what thoufands of gracious words have here been 
*fpoken init, and how good the Lord has here been to us 
* poor Hottentots 1” ' 

A convenient opportunity prefenting itfclf at this time for 
a vificto the Cape, I gladly embraced it, as 1 had conceived 
a plan of forming a regular congregation of Hottentots, for 
which purpofe I ftood in need of a variety of articles, and par- 
ticulariy a good flock of clothes. Nothing very remarkably 
happened on this journey, but, wherever I had opportunity, 
] preached to the people -who colle&ted at different places as 
before, and | humbly truit ** the Lord gave teilimory to the 


word of his grace.” 


Wheu | arrived at Cape-Town, I received the money from 


the honorable Governor, which he had before promifed (0 — 
give me; and which | immediately laid outin the purchafe 


of clothiag, and needful utenfils for our f.tthement. Here 
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alfo I received the repeated offer of the church at Rodezand, 
which, for the fake of my poor people at Zik River, I 
thought it my duty to decline. 

“As foon as | could difpatch my bufinefs at the Cape, I haf- 
tened back to my fituation in the wildernefs ; when I informe 
ed my people, that i had refufed the living at Rodezand ; and 
affured them that I would never forfake them, provided they 
fhould difcover a fpirit of induftry, and would be more dili* 
gent than they had formerly been in cultivating the ground» 
and in other ufeful employments ; but I told them that if they 
fhould hereafter grieve me, as they had done, bv their idle. 
nefs, they might depend on it, ! would leave them, and ac- 
cept of the Church at Rodezand. ‘The people, in reply, pro- 
mifed me every thing I could defire, and affured me that I 
fhould have no caufe to complain. I therefore immediately fet 
about the erection of a more commodious building for achurch, 
to affift me in which, the farmers lent me two flaves, one a 
Carpenter, anc the other a Mafon. The Hottentots began 
at firft to help forward the good work ; but their natural indo- 
lence foon made them weary of the labor.* [then repeated 
my former declaration, adding, that I would certainly leave 
them in the courfe of cight days, if I did not fee an increafle 
of their diligence. A fcene enfued, which I cannot recollect 
without much emotion. They began to weep, and entreat 
me fo importunately, that my heart melted within me ; [ then 
gave them my word that I would not defert them. ‘The joy 
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* Mr. Kicherer, in conversation on this subject, informed us, 
that before he iefc the settlement, he had pre vuiled un the 16te 
tentots to work two hours in the day, which he considered as a 
great pont gained with people who, in their heathen state, nee 
ver worked atall; and he hoped shortly to get ihem to work 
three hours in a day, and hereafter four ; and 50 teading them 
on by degrees ta aiije of uclivity and inaustry becoming Chriss 
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occafioned by this promife was exceflive. Many of them 
clafped their arms round my neck ; and‘I was convinced that 
they loved me far more than I had imagined. Juft at this 
critical moment, the clerk of the church at Rodezand, arriv- 
ed at our fettlement with a fecond invitation. Had he come 
eight days fooner, I know not what [ might have done; but 
now his labor proved in vain. In this matter I clearly faw the 
finger of God. 

I continued about ten months at Zak river, during which 
time | formed a regular fettlement, Mr. Scholiz proving very 
helpful to me. This fpot is fituated in an elevated valley fur- 
rounded by barren moutains, without a fingle tree to enliven 
the profpel. The Zak river is, in the dry feafon, a fmall 
brook which defcends into the Fifh river, which latter is fap- 
pofed to lofe itfelf in a plain near the moyntains ; both of 
thefe rivers produce a plenty of good fifh, of which, however, 
the Hottentots are not very fond, nothing but mutton, wild 
cattle and milk fuiting their palates. 

Befides our church, which is capable of containing eight 
hundred people,* we have a good dwelling houfe, confilting 


ef feveral rooms on one floor, the whole being built of tlone. 
Nearly oppofite the door of the houfe is the fountain, or 


fpring, which fupplics ourfelves and our cattle with water, 
We have a good garden, inclofed, for our more tender ve- 
getables, and garden ground adjoining it for more hardy 
plants. Before our houfe, the baptized Hottentots have built 
themfelves decent habitations, in the farmers’ fiyle; and at 
the back of it the Heathen live in fmall huts. We have alfo 
a cattle yard, furrounded with a high wall, behind the houfe 
of the chriflian Hottentots; and, on the north fide of the ri- 
ver which is about three quarters of a mile diftant, are our 





* The dimentions of the church are about sixty feet by thirty, 


which would be insufficient for 800 pecple, accommodated in the, 


J uropean manner ; but the Hottentots sit squaited on the ground 
wery close together. Lhe baptized sit on Planks laid acra/s stones. 
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Corn fields.# The country round about us produces few 
plants, fpontaneoufly, though it is we'll fupplied with fweet 
and fertilizing fprings. The heat, in the daytime, is very 
great, and the cold of the night is very p-ercing. In the wine 
ter there are fharp dry frofts, which prove very deftrudtive to 
the vegetables, We have no fnow there, but it is vifibie on 
the tops of the diftant mountains a great part of the year. In 
the fummer months, from January to April, we have pow. 
erful rains, frequently attended with terrible forms of thuns 
der and Iightning, which are fome times deftruétive both to 
men and beafts: The country produces little gafs, but the 
cattle crop the tops of the low bufhes. Unfea’ nable rains 
often produce unfruitful feafons. Shortly after the rainy fea. 
fon, the winter commences, when the crops are often deftroy- 
ed. In the dry feafon, we are obliged to water our garden 
plants every day. 

Amidft a variety of difficulties, we have been able to pers 
fevere in forming a chriftian fettlement, in this unpromifing 
spot; and {mall as the beginning may feem, yet, all ‘the cir- 
cumitances confidered, I truft it will appear that much has 
been done, and that there is reafon to hope with the blefling 
of God that much niore will yet be effeted. 

While we were diligently employed in our attempts to ci- 
vilize the people, we had the fatisfaction to find that the work 
of the Lord profpered in our hands. An inftance ortwo of 
the power of divine grace on the hearts of the people may be 
here mentioned. 


James Scheffer, a converted Hottentot, and who had bes 
come a very circumfpeét character, one day he told me, that 
he found himfelf to be one of the greateft of all finners, and 


that as fuch he daily turned to the Lord Jefus, for that God, 
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* The Indian corn flourishes exceedingly, and grows toa 
great size: the Hottentots are very fond of this, especially when 
st is parched. 
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viewed outof Chrift, appeared to him as a confuming fire, 
Now, he faid, his earreft defire was not merely to be deliver. 
ed from the ponifhment of his fin, but he longed to erjoy 
communion with God, and to be more intimately acquainted 
with that good Being who had fo long borne with him ; but 


how to obtain this communion he knew not. I then afked him — 


what he underflood by fellowfhip or communion with God. 
He replied, ‘* Sometimes when I have been engaged in pray- 
‘ser, | have had a fweet feeling, fuch as I cannot defcribe ; 
‘‘it was jult as if God was no longer my enemy, and then [ 
«« felt inexpreffible love to the Loid Jefus. But I want tu be 
‘* certainly affured of this, that Ged is no longer my enemy; 
«¢ { want to be enabled to fay'to him—‘* My Father :” but to 
«‘ do this I have never yet found liberty.” In anfwer to him, 
] faid—‘T hat you find you are a fipner is well; that you feek 
after Jefus, and feel the joy of the Holy Spirit in your heart, 
is well too; but that you feela repugnancy to fay te God, 
«* My Father !” is unbelief, and the very thing that deprives 
you of {weet communion with God, and of that bleffed affur. 
ance of faith, whichis fo ftrongly commended in his word. 
Were God your enemy, you would never feelthat joy, or 
that love to Jefus, of which you fpeak, but rather dread and 
horror. You have certainly reafon to believe that God is 
your gracious Father in Jefus Chrifl.—He afterwards obtain. 
ed a full affurance of his adoption. 

Kriffy, a daughter of the old Baftard Hottentot John, was 
bleffed with an hearing ear and an attentive heart. I was firft 
acquainted with her juft before our removal to the Great river. 
Her convictions of fin were then powerful, and, on our jours 
ney, fhe told me that fhe had given up her whole felf to the 
Lord, and was affured that he had accepted of her, and was 
become her friend. One day, being witha number of Hote 
tentots in the field, eng: ged in digging upa fort of root, fhe 
opened her heart to me, and exprefled with great fluency the 


warm'h of her love to the Friend of finners. ‘‘ All that was 
“in the world,” fhe faid “ dui ft not come into comparifon with 
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« Him.” At another time, when fhe was in a dry and bar- 
ren frame of mind, the Lord fuited me to fpeak a word in 
feafon, directed to her cafe. In difcuurfing on fuch an un. 
comfortable ftate, I was led to infift upon the privilege of 2 
believer flill to have free accefs to God, as it was not tor the 
fake of our long and fervent prayers that he became gracious 
tous. After fermon fhe came and informed me of her fitue 
ation, and of the comfort fhe had derived from the difcourfe. 
“ How happy is it,” faid fhe, that God knows all things, yea 
“the molt fecret motions of my heart; formerly this idea 
“‘ufed to make me tremble, but now [ rejoice in it. He, 
“ knowing my diftrefs, dire€ted you to {peak that word to me; 
‘he has heard my fecret groans; and fent me relief.” Some 
time after this her religious affeClions cooled, and fhe became 
more indifferent to the things of God, Perceiving this I faid 
to her, “ Kriffy, you are no more what you have been. You 
“ do not now retire for prayer as you formerly did.””—* Alas!” 
fhe replied, ‘¢ 1 am now afraid to approach the Lord; Ihave 
been too bad of late.” She was informed that this was a {nare 
of Satan in which fhe was entangled, and which fhe multneeds 
break through, going to Jefus, juft as at firft, with all her 
guilt and mifery. She obeyed, and recovered her peace. 
( La be concluded. ) 
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FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 


eR 


REMARKABLE PANICKS. 


In reading that part of the Rev. Mr. Kicherer’s Narra 
tive, publifhed in the fixth number of the Virginia Redgious 
Magazine, my attention was arrefted by the account he gives 
of a remarkable deliverance experienced by him from the 
wick«d defigns of a man who called himfelf Stephanos. Mir, 
Kicherer fays, ** [t fhouldfeem that he had contrived a fcheme 
to murder me, that he might feize on my waggon and goods, 
and then depart to adiftant Horde. Inthe night, he actu. 
ally approached my bed; but the keeper of Ifrael who never 
flumbers nor fleeps, was pleafed suddenly to rouse me in a fit 
ef terror, in which I cried out to him, as if privy to his bloo- 
dy defign. He was difconcerted, ftamered an apology ofa 
pain in his bowels, and then went away out of my houfe,” &c, 

Whatever may be thought of this and things of a fimilar na- 
ture, or in whatever way they are to be accounted for, it is 
certain fuch things have frequently happened : attended often 
with very remarkable circumftances. Were I to relate a tenth 
part of what i have heard from perfons of credit, of things of 
this nature, it would fill feveral fheets. The following fadts, 
being well authenticated, will be fufficient to anfwer my pre- 
fent defign. If any one wifhes to hear more of things of this 
nature, let him occafionally introduce the fubje¢t in conver. 
fation, and if I am not miftaken, he will foon hear of inflances 
enough. : 

Mr. James Moore, who is fiill living in the county of Taz- 
well, was taken by the Indians, when about fifteen years of 
age. He was going to a wafte plantation, two or three miles 


from the place where his father then lived, to catch a horfe. 


As he was walking along the path unapprehenfive of any dan- 
ger, he was fuddenly feized with a panick fo powerful, that 
it caufed him inflantly to Rop. His knees trembled, and his 
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mind was filled with the moft awful apnrehenfions. He thought 
of returning home, but expeéted if he returned with fucha 
ftory he would be laughed at. He therefore proceeded on his 
wav, frequentiy halting and thinking of turning his courfe ; 
but was {till at a lufs for a reafon to juftify him in doing fo. 
In this fituation he proceeded for, perhaps, three-quarters of 
amile; until at length, an Indian rofe up a fhort diftance 
from the path, came to him and laid hold of him. Suppofing 
it poflible that he had been thinking of Indians, and that this. 
might have given rife to his fears, I enquired of him whee 
ther it were not fo. He replied, that he did not recolleé& 
thinking of Indians the whole time ; that his mind was filled 
with the apprehenfion that fome dreadful animal, fuch as he 
had never feen or heard of, would fall on him and devour him : 
that when he firlt faw the indian, he thought he was the ani- 
mal of which he had been apprehenfive: and that when he dif. 
covered that he was a human being, his fear left him. 

In the life of the Earl of Rochefter, writen by Bifhop Bure 
net, is the following account, which, it appears, was come 
municated to the Bifhop by the Earl himfelf, 


‘**When he (the Earl) went to fea in the vear 1665, there 
happened to be in the fame fhip with him Mr. Mountague, 
and another gentleman of quality ; thefe two, the former ef- 
pecially, feemed perfuaded that they fhould never return to 
England. Mr. Mountague faid he was fure of it ; the other 
was not fo pofitive. When the day came that they thought to 
have taken the Dutch flcet in the port of Bergen, Mr. Moun. 
tague, though he had fuch a {trong prefage in his mind of his 
approaching death, yet he generoufly flayed all the while ina 
place of the greateft danger. The other gentleman fy gualize, 
ed his courage in a moft undaunted manner, till near the end 
of the aGtion, when he fell on a fudden into fuch a trembling 
that he could fcarce ftand; and Mr. Mountague going up to 
him to hold him up, as they were in each others arms, a cane 
non ball killed them outright, and carried away Mr, Moune 
tague’s belly, fo that he died within an hour afteré 
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‘The Earl of Rochefter told me (continues the Bifhop) that 


thefe prefages they had on their minds, made fome impref. 
fion on him, that there were feparated beings ; and the fool, 


either by natural fagacity or fome fecret notice communicat. 
ed to it, had a fort of divination.” 

In addition to the above facts, there are two others, too 
yemarkable to be omited. One is, that Homer fometimes re. 
prefents his heroes when about to be flain, as having, not only 
a prefage of their fate, but as being ftruck with a panick, very 
much like that in the paflage above quoted, from the life of 
Rochefter. 

Witnefs the cafe of Patroclus. After reprefenting him en- 
gaged with the Trojans and performing prodigies of valor, we 
find the following lines, as tranflated by Cowper. 

‘© Bat when the fourth time, deamon like, he rufh’d 

** Againlt them, tien, oh then, too manifeft— 

“The confumation of thy days approach’d 

“ Patroclus! * * * * *® ® * 

« Confufion feiz’d his brain; his noble limbs 

** Quak’d under him, and panick-ftun’d he flood. 

** ‘Then came a Dardon chief, who from behind, 

«* Enfore’d a pointed lance into his back 

*« Between the fhoulders,” &c. 


This, to be fure, is the filion of the poet. But it affords 
fuflicient evidence, that fuch things had been obferved in the 


' days of Homer; elfe, how came he by the knowledge of them, 
or why does he give them a place in his poem. 

The other cafe is that of Ahafuerus, king of Babylon, of 
which we have an account inthe book of Eflher. Haman 
advanced ta riches and honor by the king, was elated with 
prude and highly éeXafperated, be caufe Mordecai the jew, who 
fat atthe king’s gate, would not bowto him. By the advice 
of his wife and friends, he had a gallows ere€ted, fifty cubits 
high, on which he defigned Mordecai to be hung. Of allthis. 
it appears the king Ahafuerus was ignorant. But (chap. vie 


verfe 1, &ce.) * On that night could noi the king sleep ; and he 
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4‘ commanded to bring the book of records of the chronicles, 
‘and they were read before the king. Andit was found 
‘<¢ written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Terefh, 
‘‘ two of the king’s chamberlains, the keepers of the door, 
“‘ who fought to lay hands on the king Ahafuerus. And the 
** king faid what honor and dignity hath been done to More 
s¢ decai for this?” &c. 


Although this account is found in a book of the facred 
Scriptures, it, neverthelefs, appears to contain nothing more 
than an authentic hiftory of what befela heathen Prince. Nor 
can I fee any reafon why the fame, or a fimilar thing might 
hot happen to any one now, or at any other period of the 
world. (Viewed in this light it ferves to fhew us how the fue 
preme difpofer of ail events, who has the hearts of all fleth 
in his hand, turns them whitherfoever he pleafes. We are 


f told ¢ the king could not sleep.’ n this it feems naturally ime 


plied, thathe felt an unufual reftlefinefs and difquietude, But 
little he thinks of the invifible hand that drove fleep from his 
pillow, orof the end it was defigned to anfwer. He was, 
however, led to order that the book of records of the chroni« 
cles fhould be brought and read before him: and by that 
means was Mordecai faved from the gallows, that very night 
erected forhim by Haman. But to whom are we ultimately, 
to afcribe this deliverance ? Evidently tohim who works all 
things according to the council of his own will, The prima- 
ry agent was behind the curtain, but the work manifefts itg 
author. It could notbe Haman, for he was ploting Morde. 
cai’s deftruction. It could not be Ahafuerus, for he was ig 
norant of Haman’s defigns. Nor could it be Mordecai, for 
he knew not what was doing either by Haman or the king, 
And to afcribe it to chance would be as unreafonable as it 
would to make chance the author of that nice defign and beaue 


tifulharmony, manifeft in the vifible creation, Although. 
this laft cafe is not exactly of the fame mature with thofe be-. 
fore ftated, yet as it bears a ftrong refemblance to them, I 


have thought proper to mention it, 
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I will now add a few reflcctions on the facts above flated) 
1, They have all the marks of credibility which we could 
reafonably expect in cafes of fuch anature. They happened 
at very diftant periods, and in parts of the world very remote 
from each other. There could be no concert, nor is there the 
leaft reafon to believe there was any intention to deceive. It 
appears to me, that, in whatever way they may be accounted 
for, faéts of a nature fo remarkable, and attefted by evidence 
‘fo various and refpetable, have a juft claim to our attention: 
and that to overlook them, or pafs them with a fneer, is as 
unphilofophical as it is impious. 

2, I can fee no rational way of accounting for thofe facts. 

but that fuggefted by the Earl of Rochefter, viz. that they 
were produced by fome imvifible and intelligent agent or a 
gents. If any are for afcribing them to chance, the Deity of 
atheifts and infidels, let them pleafe to inform us what they 
mean by chance, and what effects it has been known to pro- 
duce. But could chance roufe Mr. Kicherer at the very mo. 
ment the murderer was approaching his bed? Could chance 
paralize the limbs of Mr. Moore when he was approaching 
the grafp of the unknown and unfufpected favage? Did 
chance know the direction of the cannon ball that took the 
life of the gentleman, mentioned by the Earl of Rochefter? 
Had chance given it its commiffion, and did this all powerful 
_agent fuddenly take the ilrength and courage from that gen- 
tleman, while he was ignorant of what awaited him? If fo, 
chance is not only powerful, but intelligent. For furely no- 
thing void of intelligence could do fuch things, 

3. It is not improbable, but that thofe things were effected 
by the inftrumentality of intelligent agents, fubordinate to, 
and dependant on the Deity, Of the exiftence of fuch agents, 
both good and bad, and of their anflucnce on men, the {crip- 
tures leave no room to doubt. And their exiflence, let inf 


_ dels fay what they pleafe, is fo far from being repugnant to 


reafon, that reafon itfelf renders it probable. —_Alll nature is 
flocked with life. The air, the earth, the fea, are full of ani- 
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mals. Nature in this fenfe feems toabhotavacum. Life 
appears to be moulded into every poffible confiftent form, ard 
every rock that can fuftain it in any of thofe forms is ftocked 
with it. “ Every part of matter,says Mr. Add:son, is peopled ; 
every green leaf {warms with inhabitants. There is fcarcely 
a fingle humour in the body of man, or of any other animal, 


in which our glaffes do not difcover myriads of living creas 
tures. We findeven in the moft folid bodies,as marble itfelf, 
innumerable cells and cavities,which are crowded with fuch im- 
perceptible inhabitants, as are too little for the naked eye to 
difcover.” What fhall we fay to thefe things? Does the ine 
finitely wife and glorious God take pleafure in giving life to 
fuch immenfe multitudes of infignificant animals, and has he 
no delight.in giving exiftence to creatures of a more exalted 
nature, and more noble workmanfhip? But befides this, exue 
berance of life, evidently manifcfting a difpofition in the Deis 
ty to confer exiftence, we fee a nice and beautiful gradation 
from the loweft up to man, evidently the top piece of the globe 
we inhabit. Shall we then conclude that this gradation rifes 
no higher than man? Is that inconceivable fpace between 
man and the Deity unoccupied ? Such a dreary chafm in nae 
ture is contradicted by the analogy of every part of the creae 
tion which is fubje& to our fcrutiny. Who then can fav that 
the exiftence of intelligent agents, unincumbered with bodies, 
is either impoffible or improbable. 


4, Admitting the above remarks to be juft, if the matter is 
duly confidered, it will not, I conceive, either encourage fu- 
perflition or favour impulfes in any fenfe that will be exceptis 
onable or dangerous. However numerous inferior agents 
may be, or whatever powers they may poffefs, they are all but 
minifters to execute the will of the molt high; and are ens 
tirely uncer his control. We have, therefore, no reafon tu 
feek the favor or dread the difpleafure of any one but God, 
And as to impulfes, fhould any one experience a panick fimi. 
lar to anv of thofe above ftated, it would not warrant him to 


do any thing which would otherwife be criminal, or to negle& 
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any thing which would otherwife be duty. The only legit. 
mate ufe which he could make of it would be, to roufe him tg” 


circurnf{peétion, and to infpire him with caution. If in cir.’ 
cumftances fimilar to thofe of Mr. Moore, he fhould be ledto» 
fufpec&t that danger attended the path he was purfuing, and’ 
fhould thereby be put on his guard, or determined to purfue® 


his objeét by an other rout, I do not know that he would a&* 
irrationally, or that the confequence could be dangerous. It’ 


would indeed have fomething of the appearance of being go-' 


verned by an impulfe, but it would not be making it the rule: 
of Deity. 


eS ee 
¥OR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINES 
om 
INFANT BAPTISM.—No- IIL. 


It is proper that we fhould now inquire whether the prace 
tice of the Apoftles correfponded with the interpretation 


which has been given of Chrifts’ commiffion to his difciples, . 


in the preceding number, 
The witneffes of the Apoftolical praftice are of two kinds—=—= 
firft, the infpired writers—and fecondly, the ecclefiaftical au- 


thors, of the firft, and pureft ages of the church: To the tef-_ 


timony of the infpired writers no objection can be made. 
As far as itis clear, it is decifive:; But the Baptiftsentera 
folemn proteft, againft admitting the fathers as witneffes in 
this eaufe. They pretend that it is a departure from the 
great Proteftant principle, ‘ that the Scriptures are our only 
infallible rule of faith and praétice ;? but this is not true, for we 
introduce them, not to eftablifh by their authority, a new 
principle ; or ordinance, but only to give their teftimony as 


to matters of fa&t, of which they undoubtedly are competent, - 


andcredible witneffes. We fhould be careful not to invali- 
date the teftimony of thefe ancient fervants of Jefus Chritt, 
hecaufe upon it we depend for the genuinenefs of the fcrips 
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tures, of the New Teftament. How can we know that thé 
Gofpels and epiftles were written by the perfons whofe namég 


they bear, or that they were written at the time when thofe> 
men-lived, except by the teftimony of their fucceffors ? And” 
thefe are the very perfons, by whofe writings it may be pro.- 
ved, that infant baptifm was practifed from the days of the A. 


poftles. And furely if their teftimony be received in the: 


firft cafe it cannot confiftently be refufed in the laft; for it wa$ 
as eafy for them to know what the Apofilles practifed, as what 
they wrote. I do not affirm, that they have given their tefti. 
= mony as fully in the latter, as in the former cafe, but as far 
as it goes, it is of the fame kind, and ought not to be rejo ete 


ed. -It is of no confequence, what their opinions, refpecting . 


the ufe and neceflity of baptifm, were. We do not produce 


them as authorities to regulate our opinions in matters of doc 
trine. Being fallible men they were liable to err, as well as 


others, but in matters of fact, they certainly may be depended | 


on, for many of them proved their fincerity, by fhedding their 
blood as martyrs for the truth. The queftion, which fhould 
be ferioufly pondered by the Baptifts is, whether learned men 
who lived within one hundred years of the Apoftles’ times, 
could be miftaken with refpe& to their practice in a matter of 
this fort? We live nearly three hundred years fromthe com- 
| mencement of the reformation, and yet we find no difficulty 
in afcertainig what the practice of the reformers was, in ad. 
miniftrating the facraments. And I do not fee why Origen, 
Cyprian, and Gregory Nazianzen, fhould not have known as 
well the practice of the Apoftles. If a corrupt practice had 


crept into all the churches, and they had connived at it, yet. 


they muft have known the fteps by which it was introduced, 
and would never have been fo prefumptuous as to charge it 
upon the Apoftles, 


I fhall therefore proceed to cite teftimonies in favor of In. 
nt baptifm, beginning with the infpired writers. And the 
firt which I fhall produce, is Luke, the companion of Paul, 
and the recorder of the moft remarkable tranfaétions of his life, 
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In the xvi. chap. of the Aéis of the Apoftles, he informs ug 
that at Philippi, Paul baptized Lydia, and ‘her heushold? 
By which we are led to believe, thet the old method of recei. 
ving profelytes by whole families was not abolifhed, but cons 
tinued, For if a new principle had. been introduced, that 
none but adult believers fhould be acmitted:into the church, 
the infpired hiflorian would {carcely have expreffed the tranfs 
ation, in language fo well calculated to mificad thofe, who 
had been aceuftomed to fee whole houlhoids received into 
the church of God, by circumcifion, and baptifm. What is 
meant when it is faid that the hcufheld of this woman was 
baptized, but that all her family, children and fervants, who 
were completely under her control, were with her received ine 
to the church. It is true, no mention is made of infants— 
neither was it neceffary—Children make a large part of moft 
houfholds, and the example before us authorizes us to baptize 
the whole houfhold upon the converfion of the head. But it 
is pretended that all who were baptized by the Apoftle were 
believers, or made a profeffion of faith—Let this be proved, 
and we will give up the example, as making nothing in our fa- 
vor. Itis faid, that Lydia, was not at her own proper home, 
at Philippi, as the text informs us fhe was of Thyatira—But 
let her home, have been here, or there, fhe had her houfhcld 
with her, and no more is meant when it is faid fhe was of 
Thyatira, than that fhe was born and. brought up there, ag 
Paul is faidto be of Tursus for the fame reafon. 

But it is thought to be improbable that fhe fhould have 
young children, as no mention is made of her hufband, and 
the houfe is called her own—What her relative fituation was, 
cannot now be afcertained—neither can it be determined 
whether fhe had infants in the houfe. We fuppofe it proba- 
ble that fhe had, becaufe children make a part of moft houfess 


but we do not affirm it as a certain faét’ We do not lay any, 


great ftrefs upon it. What we affirm, and what we think fufs 
ficient, is, that upoa her converfion, her houlhold was bap- 
tized in confequence of it, as well as berfelf. The quelftion 
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which needs the force of an example to decide it, is not-fa 
much whether tafints were actually baptized, as whether the 
old cu‘tom of receiving profelytes was retained ; for'we know 
ifs caa oe eltablifh-d, infant baptifm follows of courfe— 
And the examole now under confideration, appears to me to 
prove, that the cu‘tom of the apoftles was to receive as difcis 
ples the whole houthold upon the faith of its head. But to 
turn afile the force of this example, the Baptifts have one 
more fubterfuge, which is derived from the laft verfe in the 
chapter; where itis faid * And they went out of the prifomy 
aad entered into the houfe of Lydia; and when they had feen 
the brethren, they comforted them and departed.’ The are 
gumentis, that L.ydia’s houfhold could not be infants, becaufe 
they were capable of being comforted. ‘The reader perhaps 
will think with m2, that this evafion deferves to be called piti- 
ful. Itis not even intimated, that thefe brethren, whom. Paul 
and Silas comforted, were of the houfhold of Lydia. It is 
known to every perton, who has read the whole chapter ats 
tentively, that there were other perfons befides Silas in Paul’s 
company,when he came to Philippi, particularly Luke and Pi. 
mothy, who were not committed to prifon, and who were no 
doubt greatly diftreffed, at the ill-ufage of their companions, 
and much comforted to meet them after their deliverance— 
Thefe therefore I {uppofe, were the brethren fpoken of ; but if 
not there were no doubt many converts made by the Apoflles’ 
preaching, belides Lydia, as the text fays he was many days, 
in the city before he was apprehended; and we know that in 
a {hort time there was a flourifhing church in this place— 
This example of houthold baptifm appears therefore to be 
perfectly in point, and to be unincumbered with any difficulty 
which detracts from its forc:, Ine next inftance is recorded 
in the fame chapter, and is fo nearly fimilar in its import, that 
it will be unneceffary to confider it minutely. I will only obe 
ferve, that the 34th verfe ought to be tranflated—* He having 
believed in God rejoiced with all his houfe,’ fo that it appears 
that the Jailor’s family, was alfo baptized upon Ais profeffion 
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of faith, and not upon their own. But I will not infift on this 

example, but proceed to introduce another witnefs viz. Paul: 
himfelf. 

In 1 Cor. i. 16. he fays * And I baptized alfo the houthold 
of Stephanas’—This example certainly ferves to thew that 
the baptifm of whole houfholds was an eftablifhed practice in 
the time of the Apoftles, and as to what is alledged about the 
members of this houfhold addiéting themfelves many years af: 
ter their baptifm, to the miniftry of the faints, it is too weak 
to deferve any reply. . 

' Houfhold baptifm is eftablifhed therefore by plain fcripture 
examples, and as infants are a component part of moft houf. 
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holds, we are authorized to adminifter this ordinance to them, 
when found in the houfe of a believer. 


But I will now produce a teftimony from the fame epiftle of 
the fame infpired Apoftle, which in my apprehenfion, more 
clearly alludes to the practice of infant baptifm, than any o¢ 
ther text in the New Teftament. I mean the 14th verfe of 
the vii. chapter, in which children in confequence of . the faith 
of one of their parents are faid to be (hagia) holy; This word © 
ufed in the original, does not precifely correfpond with the 
Englith word holy, by which it is tranflated, but properly fig. 
nifies any perfon or thing, set apart, or consecrated, to the 
service of God, as does the Hebrew word (kadofh) which 
is conftantly rendered (hagies) by the feptuagint. Hear 
Doétor G. Campbell on this point. * In regard to the word 


«* Kadoth, Hagios, I acknowledge that it does not feem to me 
“to have had originally any relation to character or morals 


“ Its primitive fignification appears to have been clean. Firft 
“literally : fecondly as expreffing what according to the reli- 
‘* gious ritual, was accounted clean. The firft is natural, the 
*‘fecond ceremonial cleannefs. Some traces of the firft of 
“ thefe meanings, we have in the Old Teftament, but nothing” 


— 





* D. Pre. Diss. P. 96. 
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«ts more common there than the fecond, particularly in the 
“‘ Pentateuch. Again as things are made clean, to prepare 
“them for being ufed, the term has been adopted to denote, 
“ thirdly, preparell, fitted, destined, for a particular purpofes 
‘© whatever that purpofe may be. Fourthly, and more efpeci- 
“ ally, consecrated, or devoted to a religious ufe.” &c.* 

All real critics as far as know are agreed upon this fubs 
je&t. Then we have an infpired Apottle declaring to the Co- 
rinthian church that their children were confecrated to God, 
or holy, in oppofition to thofe who were akatharta unclean? 
which can mean nothing elfe than that thefe children had 
been baptized, which is the ceremony by which Chriftians are 
feparated from the world, and confecrated to the fervice of 
God. And accorcingly the members of Chriftian churches 
are conftantly addreffed by the appropriate title of, hagiots, 
which is tranflated, faints, but means, confecrated, that is bapes 
tized perfons. And when the fame title by which church 
members are defignated commonly is applied to children, can 


















we doubt that they were alfo baptized; the explanation of 


gitimate, is really too abfurd to require a ferious confutation. 
It will be fufficient to obferve that although this term, be ufed 
feveral hundreds of times in the {criptures it is never ufed in 
Meany fuch fenfe. And the context is fo far from requiring fuch 
an interpretation that to admit it makes the Apoftle guilty 
ofan abfurdity ; as though he fhould fay, notwithftanding you 


have been regularly married, yet if the unbelieving hufband — 
were not fanétified by the believing wife your children would’ 


be illegitimate, but now are they legitimate. Surely the Apofe 
tle did not mean to fay this, and if not what could he mean 
but that the children by being dedicated to God by a folemn 
rite, were relatively holy? There is but one obje¢tion to this 





*® See Dottor Gampbell’s whole dissertation, on the words hae 
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interpretation which deferves any. notice, and that is, that the 
fame kind of holinefs is predicated of the unbelieving parent 


andthe children; and if it follows that the children were, or 


ought to be baptized becaufe they are called holy, then the 
fame conclufion muft be drawn with refpeé to the unbelieving 
parent, which it is fuppofed, would be abfurd. To this I an. 


fwer, 


1. That even if the difficulty of giving a fatisfactory expla. 
nation of what is meant by the ianétification of the unbelie 
ving parent, fhould not be removed, yet that is no reafon why 
we fhould not be able to underftand the term holy as applied 


to the children of a believing parent. 


2. The common explication of thefe words is much more 
rational and confiftent than any one yet propoled by the Bap. 
tits. Dr. Doddridge paraphrafes the verfe thus ‘ For in 
fuch a cafe as this the unbelieving bufbind is fo fanified to 
the wife and the unbelieving wife is fo fanG@tified to the hut. 
band, that their matrimonial converfe, is as lawful as if they 
were both of the fame faith, otherwife your chiidren in thefe 
mixed cafes were unclean, and mult be looked upon as unfit to 
be admitted to thofe peculiar ordinances by which the feed of 
God’s people are diflinguifhed, but now they are confeffedly 
holy”— And in a note this judicious and candid writer, fays 
“(On the matureft and molt impartial confideration of this 
text L mull judge it to refer to znfant-baptism.” 


3. But I mutt confefs [am better pleafed with the learned 
Dr. Hammond’s expofition of this text than any one which I 
have yet feea, becaufe it makes the fancéhfication fpoken of, to 
be the fame, both with regard to the unbelieving parents, and 


the children ; and becaufe it puts the verb (egiustai) in its 


true tenfe. In our tranflition it 1s rendered as if it were the 


pref nt time, whereas it is found in the perfedt, and inftead of, 


7s sanct jied, ought to be tranflated, has been sanctified, Con* 


cerning the ftri& propriety of this tranflation, no one cat 
doubt, who underftands any thing of the Greek languages 
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' of 
whatever he may think of the explanation which is here fub« 
, joined. The unbetieving hufband has been fanétified by the 
: believing wife—that is “ it is a ftrong argument why the bes 
liever {hould not forfake the unbeliever, that it has often been 
the cafe that the unbelieving hufband has been won over to 
the belief of the Gofpel, by the chafte and holy converfae 
tion of the wife and has been confequently induced to fubmit 
to baptifm ; by which he was sarc? fied or confecrated to 
the fervice of God, and alfo the unbelieving wife, by the 
hufband ; and were it not for the expe¢tati on of this event, the 
children of fuch of you as are in this fituation would have 
been left out of the church, but now are they by baptifm recei- 
| ved into it.” For the profpeé& of inftruéction in the religion of 
Chrift is the great reafon why any are admitted into the 
church—The above interpretation feems to be corroborated, 
by the 16th verfe, § For what knowest thou O wife, but thou 
shalt save thy husband; er how knowest thou G man _ but 
thou shalt suve thy wife ?? By thefe words it appears, that the 
great motive which the Apoltle urged, to induce the believer 
not to leave the unbeliever, was the profpedt there was, of his 
converfion ; andas the 14th verfle will bear the fame fenfe, 
Iam inclined to think the fcope of the Apoftle requires that 
it fhould be fo undorftood, although I am not infenfible that 
there is fome ¢ifficulty attached to this interpretation ; but per. 
haps itis not fo great as at firft fight it might appear. 

There is only one more authority, which [ mean to ufe, 
from the infpired writers, and that is, that the Apoftles in wri- 
ting to the churches, the members of which are defignated by 
the term Aagiois, or consecrated ones, addrefs themfelves to 
children of all ages who were capable of rendering obedience 
to parents, “‘ Children obey your parents,” is repeated more 


than once in epiftles which are addreffed to (hagiois) the 
faints. This may appear to be an argument of little weight 


but I think it deferves to be mentioned— Vhefe children were 
fuch as were yet tobe biought ‘up in the nurture and admo” 
nition of the Lord.’ And tho’ at the time when thefe epifiles 









































92 
were written they were old enough to underftand a command, 
to obey their parents, yet they might be entirely too young, to 
have been baptized on a profeffion of their own faith. 

i do not however, lay much ftrefs on it, but in connexion 
with other things it may ferve to caft fome light on the fubyec 
And may help to fhew us that children as well as grown per, 
fons, were included in the Apoftolical churches, 

It is an obfereation worthy of notice, that the evidence of ins 
fant baptifm, does not arife from any fingle point, nor depend 
on any fingle argument, but muft be colleéted from various 
fources ; and although each ray of light may appear weak 
when feparated from the reft, yet the whole when colle&ed in 


one point of view, is {trong enough to exhibit the truth clearly, 
QUADRATUS. 


43 page vol 2, 15th line for mathetensate read matheteusate 
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FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 





PHILANDER to POLITUS, Letter 111, 


SiR, 

To prove that piety tends to promote our happinefs, I are 
gue, in the firft place, from that pure and exquifite pleafure 
which flows immediately from the very exercife of pious affece 
affeCions. 

It is even a trite obfervation, that every benevolent affeCtion 
of the human heart, is accompanied with a degree of pleafure» 
A little careful attention to what paffes within his own breatt, 
will convince any man who has fuch affections, that this is the 
cafe ; and, thatthe pleafure is proportioned to their ftrength 
and conftancy. Now, piety confilts in the exercife and culti- 
vation of the moft generous and noble affeGtions, of which our 
nature is capable ; and therefore tends direétly, by the very 
conftitution of man, to increafe his happinefs. 

We naturaliy and invariably find pleafure in the difcovery 
and contemplation of every kind of excellence for which we 
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poffefs atafte. But of all kinds of excellence, none affords t@ 


a correét tafte fo pure ot fo high a delight as that of moral 
perfestion. Is it poffible for a virtuous mind to contemplate 
the character of eminent wifdom and reétitude im a fellow« 
creature without being confcious of very pleafing emotions? 
But what is all created excellence compared with that of the 
infiaitely perfect Jehovah? And if we are fo much gratified 
by an acquaintance with men of worth, how much more is 
the pious mind delighted with the knowledge and adoration 
of that eternal Being who unites in himfelf every thing good 
and glorious, to a degree abfolutely beyond our utmoft com, 
prehenfion. : 


We are capable of loving moral excellence fimply for its 
own fake. We often admire it, with confcious pleafure, in, 
perfons long fince deceafed, or otherwife fo fituated that we 
entertain vo idea of ever being known or efteemed by them in 
return. Yet it muft be granted that the heart always defires 
a return, a reciprocation of affcétion when it is fuppofed to be 
attainable. Moft men are little aware how greatly their hap- 
pinefs depends on fuch a mutual intercourfe of efteem, good 
will and confidence. Imagine to yourfelf an individual, whe- 
ther placed in the midft of fociety or not, who feels no ref- 
pectful nor benevolent regard toward any other being, and 
who knows that no one feels any fuch regard toward him. 
Can fuch a perfon be happy? ‘The mind inftinGtively revolts 
from the idea of fuch a fituation, and can fcarcely form a noe 
tion of any ftate more completely wretched. Probably it is a 
law of all intelligent crcatures that their happinefs depends 
effentially upon a reciprocation of kind affection. Parhaps 
the eternal and infinite bleffednefs of the triune God may ae 
rife from fomething of the fame kind, from the mutual love of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft. But however this 
may be, it is not a diftant unregarding Being whom the hums 
ble Chriftian loves and adores: it is his God, his Father, and 
his Friend. The great objeét of all true religion is to reflore 


and carry to’ perfe@tion this happy intercourfe between God 
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and his creatufes, this communion of love,-which we have 
loft by our apoftacy, and without which we cannot but be for 
ever miferable. It would not indeed be ftriétly proper to 
fay that God loves his children in return for their love to him. 
For it is his grace that begins this bleffed work in us, when by 
cur fins we have become altogetber averfe from it ; and effec. 
tvally carries it on amidft ten thouland obflacles. To him 
therefore, and not tous, is the praife jufily due. I only 
affert the faét that true piety does imply a habitual intercourfe 


of mutual love between God and the pious foul. The pious 
man is the fricnd of God! 


Jove to God begins with a high and cordial ef'eem of his 
chars@er. ‘This fentiment, thovgh itis and muli be the fruit 
of divine grace in us, yet falis in direély with our natural 
preperfity to know, to acmiie and tu be conneGied with pers 
fection, efpecially perfection of the moral kind. Limited 
as the mind of man is, it feems to have a grafp of defire which 
nothirg fhort of infinite excellence can completely fatisfy. 
Let the degrading and ftupify ing thraldom of fenfual purfuits 
and gratifications be once broken; let man begin to feel the 
cz yacities of his own foul, and to underfland the dignified fe- 
licity for which his nature was at firft formed; he now looks 


around in eager fearch for an objeét where he may explore , 


perfection without limits and ever new, and where he may, 
without reflraint, pour fourth all his admiration. The world 
affords no fuch obje&t: all is imperfeGion here. Butin the 
infinite and unchangeable perfeétions of the ever blefled God, 
his power, wifdom, goodnefs, holinefs, juftice and truth, and 
efjccially in the glorious gofpel of his mercy to perilhing fin- 
ners, the pious man finds a boundlefs field for the molt dee 
-lightful contemplation. With wonder and adoration he ftu. 
Cics the divine attributes. And though it is not poffible dy 
seaivhing to find cut the Almighty to perfection, yet he taites 
an <Xquilite pleafure in tracing his footsteps in the works of 
creation, and in the difpenfations of his provideuce and grace. 
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The more he learns of God, the greater is his efteem of Kim 
and delight inhim. And in connection with this delight the 
pious foul enjoys the: inexprefibly precious perfuafion that 
he himfelf is the objeét uf divine approbation and complacens 


cy. For we know that Godis pleafed with his own holy image 
wherever it appears. The image of God indeed, evenin 
the molt advanced faint upon earth, is furrounded with much 
imperfeétion. Yet every real faint is in fome meafure, as the. 
Apoftle expreffes it, a partaker of the divine nature ; and cons 
f-quently an obje&t of the complacential love of God. The 
faints delight in the Lord their God, and he delights in them. 
Precious communion ! What canthe world afford to make us 
happy in comparifon with this?) What are the wealth, the ho- 
nours and the grandeur of this fleeting world, compared with 
the approving {mile and friend{hip of God ? Let fober reafon 

anfwer this queftion. | 


Again: love to God includes benevolence toward him. 
God exercifes benevolence toward us in the moft {tri and 
proper fenfe. We are indebted to his bounty for every good 
thing we enjoy, and for all our hopes of future felicity. But 
the. happineis of God is independent, and incapable of in- 
creafe. Our benevolence toward him therefore can only 
mean a difpofition to be pleafed and rejoice that he is thus 
perfectly happy. And from the very terms I have-been oblig= 
ed to ufe in difcribing this branch of love to God, it is evi- 
dent that it is a pleafurable fentiment of the mind. It belongs 
to the nature of man, unlefs the heart be hardened by anex- 
cefive and criminal felf love, to rejoice with them that do re. 
joice, and to find an important part of his own happinefs in 
contemplating, and, 1f it be poffible, increafing the happinefs 
of others. Surely this pofition needs no further proof than 
barely to be prefented to view. Mutt it not then afford very 
high pleafure to the pious man, who feels himfelfthe obje& 
of the boundiefs good will and beneficence of God, to reflcét 


that his heavenly Father and Friend is perfeglly happy God 
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ever all blessed for ever ? Yes, amidf& the confufion and mife. 
ries which overwhelm this poor world, it affords unfpeakable 
confolation to the pious and benevolent mind to cnow that 
there is a Being, the juft and good Governor of the univerfe» 
the greateft and the beft of beings,: who is infinitely exalted in 
glory and felicity ; whofe perfect blifs no ftorms nor changes 
can ever difturb or diminifh for a fingle moment and who fhall 
affuredly continue thus glorious and happy to all eternity. 


Gratitude for favours conferred is a dictate of our nature, 
and an effential part of love to God. All men feel it their 
duty to thank their benefactors; and join at once in cone 
demning him who receives a benefit without grateful fenfibi_ 
lity. And that gratitude is a delightful feeling, every one 
whofe heart has been melted by kindnefs fufficiently knows. 
dt is indeed more blessed to give than to receive. But next to 
the pleafure of giving is that of receiving an unmerited benefit 
with a thankful heart. I grant alfo that a fenfe of obligation to 
our fellow- creatures is often rather painful than pleafant ; nor 
is it difficult to affign the reafons. We fometimes fufpe& the 
motives by which men are induced to oblige us. Their bene- 
ficence is frequently attended with cutting reproaches and up~ 
braidings of our unworthinefs. And we often have difagree. 
able apprehenfions that we may be difpofed to fevere humili- 
ations in future by the favours we receive. But none of thefe 
circumftances apply to the mercies beftowed by our heavenly 
Benefactor. He giveth liberally, and upbraideth not. The 
pious man lives under a habitual impreffion of his obligations 
to God, the giver of every good gift, for life and all its coms 
forts. But efpecially his heart melts with fervent gratitude 
to God for the unfpeakable gift of his dear Son, by whofe obe- 
dience unto death, he is delivered from deferved and eternal 
mifery, and made an heir of a bleffed immortality. Is it pof- 
fible to doubt whether fuch impreffions and fentiments as thefe 


tendto promote the happinefs of the man in whofe bofom they 
dwell? with you, I prefume, it is not poffible. But I fhall 
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have occafion to confider the happy tendency of pious gratis 
tude more at large in a future part of this difcuffion. 


Under love to God I included a longing de fire of more full | 


and perfect communion with him. You will perhaps objeé 
to this branch of pious affection, that any ungratified defire is 
fo much pain, The objeétion does indeed prove that the 


Chriftian’s happinefs in the enjoyment of God is far from bee 


ing complete : a fact which every Chriftian very fenfibly feels, 
But it by no means proves that the defire is on the whole 
painful ; or that it mars the pleafure which he derives from 
the exercifes of piety in other re{fpects. The defire of a pious 
foul to be more intimately united to God receives a {weet 
portion of its gratification even now, a delightful earneft 
of the promifed inheritance. And it is at the fame time a 
moft animating evidence to the Chriftian that he is ripening 
for that bleffed ftate where every obftacle thall be removed, 


and he fhall know love and enjoy God perfectly, without in. 
terruption, for ever and ever. 

But is not the fear of Goda painful feeling ? The appre- 
henfion of his wrath and curfe is doubtlefs exceedingly pain. 
ful, But this fear, though it is often ufeful in the introduc. 
tion to a life of piety, is no effential part of piety itfelfL We 
{peak of that filial reverence of God which his people feel, and 
by which they are fo repeatedly characterized in the fcrip« 
tures : that facred delicacy of offending their heavenly Father, 
which is the fruit of their love to him, and one of the beft 
guards of their obedience to his laws. In this fenfe we ale 
ways fear whomfoever we love, But furely there is no pain 
in this fear, but rather pleafure. Does a dutiful child find it 
painful to reverance a worthy and beloved parent? Does he 
not feel a confcious pleafure in it? In a word, as pious fear 
is the immediate offspring of love to God, it intimately pars 
takes of all the properties of love; as all pious men know by 
happy experience. 

As to truftin God, furely no laboured argument is necefla« 


ry to fhow that it is am exercife of mind highly delightfuls 
N 
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Our weaknefs and our wants, as well as our focial nature; 
prompt us to {eek proper objeéts for the exercife of our confi 


dence. We inftindtively love to pour out our feelings and de, 


fires into the bofom of a faithful friend, who feels alively in. 
tereft in all our concerns, and on whofe wifdom and ability 
and promife we may fafely rely for proteétion and the promo. 
tion of our happinefs. Is not this one of the moft endearing 
qualities of friendfhip and of love. Is there a man, poffeffed 
of any fenfibility of heart, who has never felt this kind of plea- 
fure. If then the exercife of confidence in frail and change. 
able mortals makes fo greata part of the beft enjoyments of 
this life, how great mutft be the pleafure of the Chriftian while 
he commits himfelf with unlimited confidence to the faithful 
care of his God. Our fellow-creatures are every way infufs 
ficient to be the objects of our higheft truft. We have fome. 
times diftreffes and wants which it is not proper to. communi- 
cate to them. We are furrounded with dangers from which 
they cannot guard us. We have interefts, which they are 
neither wife nor powerful enough to manage effectually for 
us. And therefore, cursed is the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, so that his heart departeth from the Lord. 
But blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose 
hope the Lordis. In him the pious foul finds love unchange- 
able, wifdom unbounded, and everlafting ftrength. To this 
God and Father he commits himfelf with all his cares, and 
efpecially his everlafting interefts ; and taltes even now an ins 
expreffible peace and tranquility in relying upon thofe exceed- 
ing great and precious promifes which he has given in Chrift 
Jefus to his people. E am aware that there are men, great 
philofophers too, and champions of reafon, according to their 
own account, whotreat with fneers of ridicule the whole doc» 
trine of piety and communion with God. Many a bitter farcafm 
and much pompous declamation have beenemployed to prove 
that experimental religion is all an empty dream of ignorance 
and fuperitition. If I forbear to call thefe boafting philofo- 
phers men of corrupt minds, I believe you will agree with me 
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¢hat they are at leaft men of very loofe and fuperficial habits 
of thinking on this fubjeét.. They afk, how can we love a Be= 
ing Whom we never faw ; or rationally talk of a habitual and 
jntimate intercourfe with a Spirit? Permit me for a moment 
to afk fuch an objector whether he has a friend whom he loves, 
and in whofe company he takes delight? I take it for granted 
that he anfwers in the affirmative. Now what is it that he 
loves? is it the ftlature, the particular form, the vifible com- 
plexion of his friend? No, it is his mind ; a fubftance as ab- 
folutely invifible as God himfelf. The exterior perfon is in. 
deed fometimes called an object of love, but only ina re, 
mote and figurative fenfe, as it is the inftrument by which we 
become acquainted with the attributes of the mind which 
dwells within. A perfect flatue may pleafe the beholder, but 
never excites his love. And may we not obtain, do we not 
in fat poffefs as perfe&t evidence of the exiftence, the omni- 
prefence, the goodnefs, and other attributes of the invifible 
God, as we have of the exiftence and attributes of each other? 
And confequently, are not our pious affections toward him 
as compietely rational as any affections of our hearts whatever. 
As to the way in which this facred intercourfe is conduéted 
on God’s part, it cannot be rendered very intelligible to thofe 
who have nothing of the love of God in their hearts. But it 
may neverthelefs be a very certain and real thing; as every 
pious man knows, to his joy, that itis. Dowe doubt the 
reality of our fight, becaufe one born blind cannot be made to 
underftand its nature ? God draws near to his people by the 
inftrumentality of his word, and the effectual agency of his 
Holy Spirit. But irreligious men look on his word with fri- 
gid indifference, and of the effects of his Spirit’s agency in 
enlightening, transforming, flrengthening and comforting the 
foul, they neither know nor defire to know any thing. He that 
loveth me, fays our bleffed Lord, shall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him ; and we 


will come unto him, and make our abode with him. Sweet pro« 
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mifes, which the humble Chriftian finds made good to him 
every day. 

In fine, piety may juftly be called the proper element'of hus 
man nature, in which it was appointed to exercife its faculties, 
and to find its true and everlafting felicity. Sin is in every 
point of view a perverfion of our powers, and tends inevita- 
bly to our degradation and mifery. Before fin entered into 
the world it was doubtlefs as natural to man to feek commu- 
nion with God, and to find in it his beft enjoyments, as it was 
to feek the food by which his animal life was fuftained. The 


religious principles of our nature are now indeed deplorably 
counteracted and overwhelmed by irregular appetites and 
pafions. But they are not utterly extinguifhed: nor can 
icarcely any degree of depravity altogether prevent their oc« 
cafional appearance as parts of our original conftitution. Man 
without communion with God is out of his native fphere of 
activity ; wandering from the path of peace inthe devious 
mazes of folly and deftruction. And there is fomething within 
his own bofom that often tells him fo; though few, alas, liften 
as they ought to the admonition, 

Thefe refieGtions I fubmit to your candid and ferious con. 
fideration. And with earneft wifhes that you may havea 
more impreflive proof of their truth than any i can give you, 
even that of your own delightful experience, I fubfcribe 
myf{clf, &e. 

PHILANDER. 
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¥OR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGA2zINE, 





SOME OBSERVATIONS ON PROV: I. 10. 


~ © My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.’ 


Man was formed by God a social creature. The law of 
his nature prompts him to unite with his fellow creatures ; 
and every enjoyment is heightened by a communication with 
others. * Nothing is agreeable to me (said Cicero) without 


a companion ; for without a friend, life is nothing.” But as 
a great part of human happiness depends upon our conneétion 
with one another, and flows from this intercourse, so through 
the corruption of our hearts, many of the evils and calamities 
into which we fall, much of the guilt which is our reproach, 
and many of the misfortunes which are confequent upon it, 
take their rife in, and are increafed by the very fame means: 
The dangerous influence which wicked companions have up« 
on the mind, naturally fo prone toevil, is obvious to all. It 
was long fince obferved by Epictetus, which is quoted by Saint 
Paul, that ¢ Evil communication corrupt good manners ;’ and 
the unhappy experience of many a man, and of young and 
incautious perfons above all, affords a fatal proof of this, both 
to themfelves and others. As foon as we begin to take any 
active part in life, fo foon do we begin to fall into connexion 
with particular kinds of company, and to be influenced by it, 
And as our natural inclination is on the fide of vice ; as good 
company is not very willing to admit every one into its intimacy 
that may fall in the way, & as the bad are forward & obtrufive, 
ever ready to feduce the unwary youth ; how fatally apt is he 
to fall into this dangerous fnare! The practice, upon which 
this obfervation is grounded, is fo common, that perhaps for 
that very reafon it may be little noticed. But it is a matter 
of the greateft confequence to all; to thofe who are ating for 
themfelves in the world, and daily mingling with mankind in 
the bufy fcenes of life ; to thofe who have the care of rearing 
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the young, and to the young themfelves, who are beginning 
to form habits, and attach themfeves to company, the effects 
of which they may feel as long as they live, and te all eternity. 

Youth is the forming period of life. The young are the 
hope of our country and of the church of God. Let me 
therefore exhort my young readers in a particular manner, to 


a ferious application and attention to the fubjeét of this dif- 
courfe. 


The words are a counfel from heaven written by the infp 


red King of Ifrael, and direéted to the young. He had expe. 


rienced the fad confequences of not having attended to this 
direction, and was therefore the more folicitous to urge it up- 


on the rifing generation. This book of Proverbs feems to 
have them as a particular object of attention, as the writer well 


knew the importance of the principles imbibed and the habits 


formed at this early feafon of life. The text is an earneft and 
aff<Aionate caution againft the fociety of evil doers, or at leaft 
again{t a compliance with their finful and pernicious ways,— 
« My fon, if finners entice thee, confent thou not.’ 

Sin is rebellion againft God; and finners revolt from his 
r'goteous authority when they tranfgrefs his laws. And 
there is a principle in corrupted human nature,which leads the 
wicked to look for fome fupport and confolation, from affoci. 
ating others with them in their crimes; as if it would leffen 
the aggravation of their guilt; or alleviate their fenfe of fhame 
and mifery here and hereafter, to have as many as poffible in 
the fame fituation, Hence they are always folicitous to en. 
{nare and corrupt others. Like the Devil, whom they ferve 
in this infernal agency, they cannot endure the fight of more 
innocence than they themfelves poflefs. As he tempted 
Adam, fo do they enfnare and deceive as many of the young 
and unfufpicious as they can. They place flattering allure- 
ments before them—overcome their modefty and ingenious 
temper by ridicule—inftil poifonous principles into them—and 
familiarize them by degrees to fuch horrid examples, that at 
length they become fo deeply involved, as not only to practice 
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with pleafure what they once fhuddered at with horror ; buf 
become unable to refift the indulgences which have become ine 
veterate by habit. Againft this danger the caution of the text 
is addreffed, ‘Confent thou not.? Avoid their allurements— 
fteadily withftand their fcorn—hearken not to their fophifti= 
cal and delufive pleadings in favor of vice—and abhor their 
abominable practices and examples. . 

The danger of affociating with bad company is fo obvious 
that wife and good men in every age have been obferving it 5 
and it has a place in the tables and proverbs (which are gene. 
rally the refult of experience) of every nation. Who that will 
reflect but a moment canbe ignorant ofit? Take an exame 
ple of any vicious and debauched chara¢ter of your acquaine 
tance, whom you have known under different circumftances, 
and you will be able perhaps to recollect the fociety or fceneg 
of vice, where he was feduced and initiated into licentious 
practices. We are all by nature bad enough, but it requires 
afiftance to become as dreadfully wicked as fome do. Vici- 
ous fociety is therefore ever ready to afford this affiftance by 
the allurements which they exhibit before one another. | This 
is called enticing. The heart of man naturally thirfts for 
pleafure, and where the underiftanding is blinded, the ehoice 
of this will ever be unhappily wrong. The paffions of the 
young are fo impetuous, and fo eafily hurried into exceffes, 
that it is the bufinefs and care of wrfe parents, mafters, and 
guardians, to endeavor to reltrain them, and to keep them as 
much as poffible from thofe fcenes and objeéts which tend to 
inflame them. But profane and wicked companions are ftu- 
dious to pleafe them in fuch circumftances as will moft natu- 
rally feduce them into vicious pleafures. They paint thefe 
in the fairelt colours they are able—defcribe the pleafure they 
enjoy in the purfuit of thofe gratifications—throw opportuni- 
ties in their way—invite them to fcenes of diffipation and rio- 
tous amufement, and never ceafe to folicit and urge them, till 
they get them involved in the fame criminality with them- 
felves. The faered name of friendfhip is proftituted in thefe 
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finful combinations for vice; and under a falfe garb of kind. 
nefs and indulgence to their paffions, they betray the unfuf. 
petting inexperienced youth into the moft vicious courfes. 
‘Many wha have perifhed miferably by the hand of juftice, 
have given an awful account of their firft fedudtions by the 
bowl, and the obfcenity of riotous companions. ‘O my foul, 
come not thou into their fecret; mine honour, be not thou 


ynited with them J” 


The danger of bad company will be further manifeft by con- 
fidering the ridicule that is often employed, by which unprin. 
cipled affociates too frequently obtain a viétory over the reluc. 


tant modefty of many an ingenious young man. A fenfe of 


fhame, that is of being defpifed by the company we converfe 
with, is very ftrongin the human breaft. It was wifely placed 
in our conftitution by God, to be a fence and guard to virtues 
But this exceilent principle is perverted by that unhappy en. 
gine of vice, the ridicule of things facred, and even decent 
as well as the profeffion of them: This is hard to withftand 
even by the beft, who therefore avoid fuch company. How 
dangerous then muft it be to thofe whofe principles are not 
fixed! This is more fuccefsful becaufe it attacks religion and 
virtue by falfhood and mifreprefentation. Reafon is not em. 
ployed as an inftrument in making the affault, but fome far" 
caftic fneer, calculated to raife the laugh againft the perfon 
who ftill preferves fome remains of goodnefs. How dread. 
ful will the effeét of this be in corrupt fociety, to hurry perfons 
away contrary to their better judgment, for fear of being re- 
proached as mean and unworthy the regard of the company * 
Another confequence flowing from the fame fource is the per 
nicious principles which praétifed finners endeavor to inftil in- 
to others. Such perfons are not contented with their own 
wickednefs, but they plead for fin in general, and make it their 


con{tant endeavor to deftroy the influence of confcience, and 


awaken every fentiment of moral duty, both in themfelvés and © 


others. Like their father the Devil, who could not reft till 
he ruined a world of inaocent beings, and that toa by a lie; 
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fo thefe unhappy perfons, being flaves to fin, find their princi- 
pal pleafure in feducing others, by giving falfe reprefentatio 
of fin and duty. They take much pains to varnith ‘pefe im 


falfe cdlours. Drunkennefs and debauchery they are apt to 
call good fellowfhip. But what fort of fellowfhip can there be 


where people have loft their fenfes? Filthy and obfcene difs 
courfe is called the free language of nature, and lewd pratti« 
ces the indulgence of love. Profanity and contemptible jeft« 
ing upon things facred is called wit ; amd anger and revenge 
is {pirtt and honor with them. And there are fome fo abans 
doned in principle that they often plead for thefe under their 
proper names; and effect to think it ftrange, that their Creator 
has endowed them with any difpofition or propenfity which it 
is unlawful for them to indulge in the moft unlimited mannere 
On the contrary, the duties, which are the honor of man and 
{upport of fociety, are reprefented uncer different colors. 


Temperance and chaftity are attributed to ftinginefs and the 





want of fpirit; a regard to decency and religion, is called bie 


-gotry and fuperftition ; a patient temper and forgivenefs of ine 
juries, are called cowardice and mean fpiritednefs ; prayer 


and praife, with them, is the whining cant of hypocrify; and 
the neceffary reftraints of parents and teachers, an intolerable 
burden unfit for the noble fpirits of free men. Ina word, the 
whole ftrain of fuch converfation is an illufion put upon the 
mind, which often enflaves young perfons, and totally de- 
praves their morals, before they are aware how far they are 
gone. ‘Thento complete the horrid work in which they have 
{o affiduoufly labored, they at length endeavor to deftroy all 
diftinétion between virtue and vice, by infufing the banetul 
principles of infidelity. For until this is done, the confcience 
will be uneafy. 

But it is not only from what they hear, that bad company 
becomes dangerous, but alfo from the pernicious examples 


which they fee. Many do not know how wicked it is poffible 
for men to be, until they mingle in their fociety. At firit a 


comparatively innocent perfon will be ftruck with horror at 
O m7 
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hearing and feeing fuch examples. But in time they have 
their effe&t. We are imitative creatures, and prone to do as 
our neighbors do. We adopt the fentiments, the language, 
and the pra¢tices, with which we are much converfant. This 
is the cafe in bad company, until they who are initiated into 
it, lofe all the little good they ever had, and obtain nothing in 
return, but the horrid privilege of becoming one of the num: 
ber. Now when we reflect how unfufpeéting young perfons 
are, and fuppofe them in the midft of all the:dangers I have 
mentioned what can be fuppofed more dreadfully dangerous ; 
And add to this, our natural propenfity to fin, and what mutt 
be the profpect to a young perfon, or indeed to any other, who 
mixes habitually, and of choice with fuch company! Habit 
will at length confirm, what accident at firft begun, until we 
may fay of them, ‘Can the Ethiopian change his fkin, or the 
Leopard his fpots, then may they who are accuftomed to do 
evil learn to do well.’ 

I might here finifh the obfervations which were intended to 
be made, if it did not appear reafonable, after having pointed 
out a danger, to endeavor to fuggeft fome method for avoiding 
xt. Let me therefore, intreat my readers, efpecially the 
young, to give attention to the following confiderations. 


4. Confider your natural weaknefs and liablenefs to impofi. 
tion. You may think yourfelves able to withftand the en» 
fnarements to which you are expofed, but it is a wrong appre- 
henfion, for one is feldom in greater danger, than when he 
feels the moft confidence and prefumption in himfelf. Cor- 
rupt pleafures, to which our depraved appetites are fo ftrong- 
ly inclined, act like an opiate, and gently ftupefy the faculties 
ef the mind, and render it indifpofed to make refiftance. Mas- 
ny a man has ventured into bad company, with a determinati- 
on in his own mind that he would not yield to their pernicious 
ways, who has been gradually drawn to the commiffion of 
erime¢s, at which he would once have fhuddered; and fome- 
have even become ringleaders in vice, who on their firft ap- 


proaches to it, apprehended themfelves principled againf its 
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allurements. Let me therefore intreat you to be fenfible of 
your danger, from your inexperience, and be willing to be ine 
ftruéted by the example of others, without making the trial 
for yourfelves. Why are parents and guardians fo anxious for 
you, but becaufe they know the dangerous pecipice on which 
you ftand? Will you rather think a profligate companion re= 
gards your intereft, when he indulges your pleafures, and con. 
ceals it from your friends? Can you imagine that he love 
you, and regdrds your happinefs with equal tendernefs as they 
do, who have nurfed you with parental care in your infancy, 
and fondly cherifhed you at the expence of their own eafe and 
quiet ? Let me'then imprefs the caution, * Confent thou not. 
Avoid the fociety of the wicked as you would the approach of 
a venemous ferpent, and endeavor upon alf occafions to affo. 
ciate with the good. | If they fhould appear fcrupulous in ad= 
mitting you at firft, be not difcouraged, for ftill you may fuc. 
ceed by perfeverance. They will gladly welcome you asa 
companion, as foon as they fhall have fufficient evidence, 
that you are really defirous of their friendfhip, Be not then 
like the kid, which, when charged by her mother to open the 
door to no one, before the had looked out at the window, ri- 
diculed her as being over: cautious ; but afterwards became an 
eafy prey to the flattering infinuations of the wolf, for not.at- 
tending to the falutary advice, 


2. Confider how pernicious thofe practices are in their own 
nature, which you are liable to contraét by affociating with bad 
company. Profligacy of manners and the love of carnal plea. 
fures, have a dircét tendency to deprefs any noble exertion of 
the mind, to chain it down in perpetual ignorance, and by de- 
grees, to render the truth itfelfdifgufting. How many young 
men have you knewn, who from their birth and talents, 
might have afpired to the higheft offices in government, thay 
have fuffered their geniufes to lie wholly uncultivated, from 
having been feduced by fome debauched companions; Ang 
we often find, even in youth, fuch obftinacy in vice, that who. 
ever would oppofe their favorite paflions is viewed with a 
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jealous eye ; and inftead of hearkening to the admonitions of 


their beft friends, who would gladly fave them from the pathg 
of deftruction, they ftop their ears, and think all their advice 
is only in oppofition to their pleatures. Thus their confci« 
ences become more and more hardened in fin, until they have 
neither inclination nor power to reform their manners. Not 
being furnifhed with ideas and fentiments to render them 
fit companions in fenfible and improving converfation, they 
will feel out of their element, when they are not roaring and 
{wearing with their lewd affociates in fome tavern, or other 
hauntof debauchery. But I would beg you to think of the 
light in which the characters of veterans in fin, are viewed by 
others of decent character. Would you be willing for your 
fociety and converfation to be fhunned as peftiferous, by all 
people of fobriety and modefty? But if you cannot be influ- 
enced by the opinion of others, remember, that by your practi. 
ces, your bodies will be finally overwhelmed with difeafe and 
wretchednefs ; and the eftates, which have been procured for 
you by the diligence and induftry of your anceftors, will be 
walted in riotous diffipation, and you probably left to the pity 
or fcorn of thofe on whom you formerly looked down with 
contempt. For, as a late writer has elegantly expreffed it, 
«¢ However innocent andefree from dire& immorality worldly 
pleafure may appear, however fafcinating her garb ; however 


foft and infinuating her fmiles and perfuafions ; however nu. 


merous and fafhionable her votaries ; yet if you fuffer your- 


felves to be allured by the flattering voice of this fyren, fhe 
will infenfibly condu& you into thofe regions of mifery and 
defpair, whence few return to recite the doleful tale of her fa. 
tal delufions.” 

3. Permit me in the laft place to urge you to confider the 
claim that God has upon your obedience. This will be the 


mott effeCtual fecurity againft the evil, from which I would - 


diffuade you. He has endowed you with all the noble powers 
of mind by which you are diftinguifhed from the inferior cre- 


ation ; he has protected you by his providence in innumera: 
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ble inftances from your childhood to the prefent day ; he 


has gracioufly conneéted your duty and happinefs together, 
and.taught you that fin willinfallibly be followed by punith, 
ment ; and as if all thefe things were fmall, he has given his 


only begatten Son, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who died for our » 


fins and rofe again for our juftification. Ought you not then 
to love, honour, and obey him? Or will you rather employ 
all the privileges he has beftowed upon you in rebelling 
again{ft him, and ruining yeurfelves? No, rather endeavor to 
obtain habits of real piety. For let me affure you upon the 
authority of God’s word, and long obfervation, that true reli. 
gion and virtue are the ready road to health of body, peace and 
tranquility of mind, wealth and public credit. * Length of 
days is in her right hand, and in her left hand riches and 
honor.” But what will libertinifm end in, but the total rue 
in both of foul and body here and hereafter? 


QUINTUS. 


—x2 5. 


FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, - 





VIVAX AND PAULINUS.—A DIALOGUE: 


Vivax and Pautinus, are young gentlemen, who at present 
reside in the same neighborhood ; they were educated together 
and have kept up a friendly intercourse ever since the come 
mencement of their studies. They have enjoyed the same relte 
gious privileges, tho’ their improvement has, until litely, been 
very dissimilar : as will appear from the following dialogue. 

Vivax. I am happy to see you this evening, my good 
friend Paulinus. I have juft heard a discourse from your fa- 
vourite Preacher Eusebious, with which I conjeéture, you 
would have been agreeably entertained, and nota little ede- 
fied, had you been one of the audience. 

Paulinus. Lam sorry I could not attend: but hope from 


your account of the sermon, that it has not been unprofitable 
to Yous 
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V. Truely sir, Ihave often met with less entertainment 
from the pulpit: but as to any advantage from that quarter, 
you know, that is what I never expec. 

P. It grieves me Vivax to find that your prejudices against 
the gospel and its institutions, remain undeminished: I hope 
however, that an attention will yet taxe place, in your opine 
ions, respecting the important subject of religion. 

V. No sir, my sentiments are unalterably fixed, I assure 
you, I objeé not, however, to the continuance of such a body 


of men, as the clergy: In the present state of the world they 
are necessary. Without a belief of the dodirines they incul- 


cate, a large majority of mankind would be entirely ungover- 
nable ; nay, the human race would soon be exterminated. 
Men have not yet risen, to that grade of rational improvement 
which would make it safe to inform them, that all the alarm. 
ing denuncinations of divine vengeance, which they have been 
accustomed to hear from the pulpit, have had as their origin 
the craftiness of Politicians and the avarice of Priests. 


P. Is itthen your sincere opinion, that the doArines con. 
tained in the Bible are false? . 


V. Utterly false sir. 

P. And yet, youthink it necessary that the mass of man. 
kind should believe these doctrines, to be true. 

V. So necessary, that the earth would soon be depopulated 
without such a belief, 

P. it appears then to be your opinion, that, a set of Poli- 
ticians, and avaricious Priests, have most wickedly and pres 
fumptuously, contrived a system of false do€trines ; and have 
paimed this syftem on the world, in the name of God himself, 
that they might thereby accomplish their wicked designs: and 
yet that this appears to be the only plan, whereby the world 
can be governed, or the happiness of mankind promoted. A 
race of rational creatures, who owe their existence toa Being 
of inflexible justice, of infinite power, wisdom and goodness, 
can exist only by the operation of a system of unparalleled 
fraud and falshood, This statement is indeegd astonishing to 
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yne ; and I would be glad to be informed, why men can be 
better governed, or more easily managed by falshood than by 
truth. What dreadful condition have men fallen into, which _ 
can render deception so salutary and necessary? 


V. Man, sir, has been deluded, by superstitious: notions, 
and the voice of reason has been suppressed. 

P. And is there no relief for him, in this unfortunate con. 
dition? If afelm has been drawn over his eyes, why should 
it not be instantly removed ? If light is what he wants, in the 
name of humanity, let him have light. Or, if there is danger 
apprehended from a sudden blaze ; if it is thought that an ime 
mediate transition from darkness to light, might be prejudicial 
to the organs of perception ; remove the felm imperceptably, 
and let him have light, as he may be found able to bear it: but 
never hope to cure him, by the operation of the cause which 
made him blind. If the system of Priestcraft has blinded his 
eyes, let him discover the imposition and be happy. 


. 


V. Iam persuaded, sir, that were reason disengaged from 
the superstitious notions, which have been deeply stamped on 
the minds of men, by what is called a religious education; a 
principle step would be taken towards the attainment of hu- 
man felicity. 


P. And yet you are an advocate for the continuance of re« 
ligious instruction ; the native tendancy of which is to stréngth. 
en and confirm what you call superstitious notions, those clogs 
of reason, and the insuperable barriers to human happiness. 

V. Well sir, I contend no longer ; for I confess I have felt 
considerably hampered, in my attempt to plead the cause of 
the Clergy. Let them be put to silence. 





P. But, my dear sir, you cannot have forgotten what are to 
be the consequences of such a step, Would you have the hu. 
man race exterminated. 

V. I fear sir, this would be the fatal issue, were they let 
lose from the restraints imposed on them, by their super- 


Stitious notions ; but there seems to be no help for them ; and 
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perhaps they had better not exist, than be so intolerably delu. 


ded. 

_P. But you have not yet imformed me, why man, in his 
present condition, is so incapable of deriving any advantage 
from the truth. It appears to me you will be under the ne. 
cessity of subscribing to, at least, one doétrine of revelation, 
I mean human depravity. | | 

V. {would be very sorry to subscribe to that gloomy doc- 
trine. No sir, [ entertain a more favorable cpinion of my 
fellow-creatures. Were men weighed in an equal balance, 
their good actions, [ am persuaded would more than coun- 
terbalance the bad: and their hearts we must charitably sup- 
pose, are much better than their actions. 

P, And yet, you are pursuaded that men with these very 
good hearts, would massacree one another, were they not ress 
trained by false notions, respecting a future state of rewards 
& punishments ; still therefore, I am under the necessity of ree 
peating my inquiry : Whatis the reason that the creature, with 
So good a heart, and so well disposed, can be lead only in the 
dark? I would certainly have concluded, that the man whois 
restrained from aéts of violence, only by the fear of future 


punishment, must possess a bad heart; he must be depraved, — 


V. [cannot consent to call it by so harsh a name, as de 
pravity. I must confess however, that were the doctrines of 
the Bible generally discredited, I fear, few men would be a. 
ble to confide even ina brother. The perpetration of enor- 
mous crimes would: soon become common. For this reason 
I have, of late, thought it prudent to keep my sentiments, on 
tiese subj-cts, pretty much to myself. 

P, In this you are certainly right. By all means conceal 
your discoveries : trust them not with your nearest friend. 
To divulge them, you know, would be to ‘cast fire brands, ars 
rows and death.’ But, as we have at length agreed in one 
thing, perhaps we can agree further. It appears to me, Vivax, 
that were [ of your opinion respecting the condition of the 
human race ; did I believe that thousands were already deceiv™ 
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ed and ruined ; did I view them daily sinking into deeper digs 
tress and delusion, without the most distant prospect of reliefs 
with the small degree of philanthropy ! possess, I should be a 
very unhappy man. But perhaps with your other importang 
discoveries, you have found out some plan, whereby the evils 
we lament in the present state, will be removed. Perhaps 
you have been enabled to anticipate the bliss of a future state 
of existance, where neither error nor vice, nor misery shalt 
ever enter. ° 


V. No sir, to be candid, I cannot pretend to any such dis, 
covery. My prospects have been limited to the present world, 
and my happiest moments have been those, in which my mind 
has been entirely occupied by temporal concerns; without a 
single thought of death, or what may possibly happen to map 
| after death. | . 

P, You have sometimes, however, reflected seriously on 
those important subjects. May I be permitted to inquire 
what your future prospects are, in the hour of serious reflect 
tion? as ae 

V. You know, Paulinus, that the opinions of Philosophers, 
respecting a future state, have been very various and fluétuat. 
ing. And notwithstanding the important discoveries, which 
some. of them pretend to have made; their most plausible con- 
Jetures are involved in such darkness and uncertainty, that 
after many attempts to confide inthem; my mind has found 
no relief from fearful fore-bodings respeCting a future state of 
retribution.. . Nay, the oftener I reflect seriously on the sub. 
jeét, the more gloomy is the prospect, as it respe¢ts mankind 
in general; and the more terrifying with respeét to myself, 
And, I suppose you will believe me, when I assure you that 
this is the greatest objection [ have to your favorite preachers.s 
they never fail to lead my mind into a train of the most gleo. 
my ideas respecting a future state. 


P. Were I persuaded, Vivax, that preachers are the kind 


of men you have represented them, I cannot suppose that any 
. P 
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Stofy the? could fabricate, would havé much influence with 


rhe. You speak of them as impostors, and yet feel under their 
their discourses, as though you believed them to be vested 
with all the authority to which they lay claim. 


V. In spite of all my efforts to discredit their doétrines, and 


to hear them with a callous heart ; their words will press upon 


my mind with irrisistable energy. Perhaps this may be the § 


effet of a religious education. I fear, I shall never obtain an 
etfttire freedom, from the influence of certain notions, which 
Limbibed almost with my mother’s milk; refpecting good 
and evil, heaven and hell, &c. 

P. You are not absolutely certain then, that the statements 
made to you in early life, on these important subjects, were 
false. ; 

V. This certainty, sir, is what I have long sought in vain: 
were I possessed of this, I could bid defiance to any preacher; 
but in my present wandering condition, the weakest of them 
sometimes alarm me exceedingly. 

P. And yet, in this state of uncertainty, have you not.pro- 
fessed yourself an established unbeliever? Have vou not at 
tempted to make proselytes to infidelitv, as well as to infuse 
prejudices into the minds of many against the scriptures, and 
those who explain them ? 

V. Allthis T have done; and now confess my guilt in so 
doing : but whether it will serve to extenuate the offence, or 
not, { must observe, that these things were often done, as [ 
may say, in self defence. Had I been unmolested by the 
Rible and its friends, I believe I would not have molested 
them—as they interrupted my peace, the only weapons in my 


possession were used, to repel the injury, and procure ease 
for a troubled mind. 


P. What! do you talk ofa troubled mind Vivax? Many 
have supposed, that you unbelievers, were the happiest mortals 


on earth: and that it was impossible that any one, free from - 
the influence of priestcraft, and Bible prejudices, should be 


gnoubled like other men. 
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V. And we, sit, have uniformly endeavored, to give cure 
rency to this false opinion. 

P. And yet, you have declaimed loudly against hypocrisy, 
and every species of insincerity, as the most hateful of all hu. 
man vices, and, as if they were confined to professors of re. 
ligion. , 

V. Yes, but were the truth known, I fear, more hypocrites 
would be found among professed infidels, than within if 
pale of the visible church, in proportion to the number of 
professors, belonging to each of these bodies. Fe assured, 
my friend, it is a difficult thing for a man who th.nks, to bexw 
eome an established infidel. 

P. So I have always thought. But why should any man 
dissemble here? Hypocricy, among professors of religion, is 
a base crime, which, when detected, is justly abhorred: but 
of all hypocrites, he certainly deserves to be most despised, 
who pretends to be more wicked than he really is. But pers 
haps you are unfortunately singular ; and others may have 
obtained that firm persuasion of the truth of their principles, 
of which you are yet destitute. ° 

V. Ah! Paulinus, you are happily wuacquainted with the 
many fearful forebodings, that necessarily prey upon the minds 
of unbelievers, [ grant, you may meet with many professed 
infidels, who appear to entertain no doubts upon the subje ;x 
but such men are either hypocritical pretenders, or creatures 


that never think. The larger number of professed infidels, 
are of the latter description—Rakes and libertines ; store. 


boys, apprentices, and haif-thinking young attorneys ; whose 
researches have never extended beyond a pamp/cet, or anews- 
paper publication, may be undisturbed by the difficulties 
which lie in the way of all systems of infidelity. You may 
believe them, when they tell you, they have no doubts or fears 
respecting the subject: they have never examined it ; perhaps 
they never will be capable of examining it, until a change 
takes place in the structure of their intellectual faculties, — 


And, with respect to men of erudition, it is only necssary to 
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fook into their writings, to discover the marks of prejudice} 
of a malignant temper, of pride and impatience of control; 
but rarely will you find a passage that will induce you to be. 
lieve that its author possessed unshaken confidence in his own 
doctrines. Notwithstanding my great partiality for these 
authors, I must confess, I have often been tempted to believe 
that they wrote, not with the benevolent design of delivering 
Wankind from error, but with a view to convince themselves, 
that the cause they had espoused, was defensible. 

P. That a man should teach others, with a view to convince 
himself, that the doctrines he inculcates are true, is preposte. 
tous enough. Had you known that Eusebius, and other 
preachers who have so often interrupted your repose, were 
only preaching to produce conviction in their own minds, you 
would doubtless have considered them despicable guides. 

V. Yes sir, and despicable blind hypocritical guides are 
the apostles of infidelity, as I have found to my cost. 

P. But, to return to the subject you first mentioned, from 
what text did Eusebius entertain his audience to-day ? 

V. My re@olleétion will not enable me to give you the 
words of the text. The object of the preacher, was to des- 
cribe the future inheritance of the saints ; and to confirm their 
hope, that in due time, they should possess this inheritance, 
In the prosecution of his plan, the scriptures were his guide. 
He spoke of heaven, and the rapturous joys of the mingled 
throng, of saints and angels, who surround the throne of God, 
as though he had just descended from tht glorious assembly. 
He spoke of exceeding great and precious promises, made to 
believers, not as if he suspected them to be cunningly devised 
fables ; but manifesting the strongest assurance, that the God 
of truth had made these promises and confirmed them by his 
oath ; and that they had been sealed by the blood of his only 


begotten Son: and hence it was inferred, that they were cal-. ~ 


culated to afford strong consolation to those who fly for re- 
fuge tothe hope of the gospel. — I confess the sermon hath 


wmade a deep impression on my mind. Whata fool have 
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been to suppose, that Christians were rendered unhappy by 
their religion. © When I now compare the Christian’s prose 
pects, with the frigid system of infidelity, and the thick dark- 
mess and despair, in which this system leaves its advocates, in 
the time of trial—in the hour of death—I blush and am thun- 
derftruck. Alas! that I should ever have opposed the glori- 
ous doctrines of the grace of God ; and endeavored to‘estab- 
lish in their room, doctrines of unparalleled stupidity, pte- 
sumption and wickedness. 

P.I rejoice unfeignedly, my friend, at the change which 
has so unexpectedly taken place in your sentiments. I hope, 
that after a careful, candid examination, you will not hesitate 
to subscribe to the peculiar doctrines of christianity, which 
you have hitherto so strenuously opposed ; and that you will 
find in the gospel, a remedy for the evils which you have seen, 
and lamented ; but for which you were ready to conclude, no 
remedy could be found. 

V. As for the doctrines of the Bible, sir, I have acted to- 
wards them, as most of my deluded brethren have acted. I 
have opposed them without knowing what they were ; always 
taking care to view them through a wrong medium. All the 
distinct knowledge I have had of the Bible, amounted to this, 
It condemned me to endless misery as an inexcusable sinner. 
And with respect to the prospect of relief from the deplora- 
ble condition in which fin has placed us ; I am now so far per- 
suaded of the sufficiency of the gospel plan, that my earnest 
prayer to God is, ‘ Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his,’———The sun now disappeared 


and the dialogue ended. 
| S 
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yO THE EDITORS OF THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 


GENTLEMER, 

Some time ago I had the opportunity of perusing the celel rated 
Bryant’s *‘ Observations upon the plagues of Erypt.” J 
endeavoured to compress the substance of this work into a 
small compass for the benefit of a friend with whom Ithen 

corresponded. Perusing these letters not long since, itoceured 
to me that, as Mr. B yani’s Bock is very little known in this 
part of the coun try, they would muke ene or imo, not unuseful 
numbers for your Magazine. 
Yours, &c. P. 


aS prem 
November 26th, 1801. 


i I wave lately perused a little volume from whichI have 
¢ derived much useful information, and much rational enjoy- 
ment. I wish you to participate with me. The acquisition 
of useful knowledge affords a pleasure more noble, and more 
highiy exalted than all those amusements, which are so eager 
ly sought in the giddy circles of dissipation. I congratulate 
you, that at an early age you have been taught to seck those 
pleesures, which leave nothing behind them; and especially 
that you are anxious to understand the Scriptures, ** which 
are able to make you wise unto salvation.” 

The book which I have lately read is entitled “* Observa- 
tions upon ihe plagues inflicted upon the Egypticns.”” The 
subject is treated with much ability ; and I think that much 
light is thrown upon the part of Scripture, containing the ac- 
count of these dispensations of Providence. 


People commonly consider these plagues merely as awful 


of compelling Pharoah to ‘ let the children of Israel go.’ But 
had this been the only obje@t, the Almighty could have easi- 


» Eh ly inclined him at once to permit them to depart. Others go 








judgments from the hand of God, intended for the purpose , 
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a step farther, and suppose that the Lord intended, not only 
to rescue his chosen people from the Egyptian yoke, but also 
to manifest his mighty power, and prove that he was the one 
ly wise and true God. The author of these observations, 
however, thinks, that in every plague there was a peculiar 
meaning and significancy, and that each of them was aimed 
at some idolatrous custom which the God of Israel intend to 
reprove and to punish, [I design inas short a compass as pos 
sible to give you the reasons for this opinion. The plague 
first recorded is that of the river Nile turned into blood. 
This would have been an awful event to any nation: but it 
was peculiarly so to the Egyptians. Many ancient people 
were in the habit of paying religious worship to rivers; as 
the Medes, the Parthians, the Sarmatians, the Grecians, &c. 
but none carried their reverence to a height so extravagant as 
the Egyptians. Their river was their chief national God, 
and they commonly addressed it with the appellation of Fa- 
ther or Savior. There was therefore great suitability in the 
judgment brought upon this people by the instrumentality of 
Moses. They must have felt the utmost horror and astonishs 
ment, when they beheld their sacred stream thus polluted ; 
the divinity which they worshipped thus changed, This 
might also serve as a warning to the Israelites not to fall into 
this species of idolatry. 

But farther, the Almighty might have polluted the river in 
various ways, and thus put to shame these idolators: buthe 
chose to turn itinto blood. The Egyptians, and their Priests in 
particular, were remarkably nice in their external appearance, 
and had the greatest abhorrence for biood ; by the least stain 
of gore they thought themselves deeply polluted. The priests 
were, on this account, making continual ablutions. Twice 
every day, and twice every night they were obliged by law 
to bathe in their sacred stream. Accidents would cause them 
to repeat these washings much oftener. The evil, then, must 
have been severely felt, because, ** There was blood in all 


the land of Egypt.” This judgement was therefore directed 
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apvainst the abominable idolatries, and superstitious rites of 
these people,* 





eT SN 
* In order to make what has been said respecting this 


plague more intelligible to common readers, it may be proper 
to make some observations relative to the river Nile. It 


is observed in the remarks on the seventh plague that there is 
no rain in Egypt. To other countries this circumstance would 
be totally ruinous. But the want of rain is amply compens 
sated by the overflowing of the Nile: The face ofthe country 
is very level, and the water overspreads it to a vast distance, 
The ground is thus effectually watered; and upon the falling 
of the river, a rich mud is left behind, in which the grain is 
sown, and from which it springs up with surprising quickness, 
The fertility of the land is so great, that Egypt has been cal. 
led the granary of the world. ‘This is owing wholly to the 
Nile; and hence arose the foolish custom of paying religious 
homage tothe river, In some seasons the river does not rise 
high enough ; and in others it rises too high. In either case 
the consequences are very destructive, This brobably caused 
this besotted people to be much more attentive to the sacred 
stream than otherwise they would have been. The cause of 
the annual overflowing of the Nile, though long thought to 
be an undiscoverable secret, is now perfeétly ascertained. 
The source of the river is at a great distance from Egypt, in 
the interior of Africa: and though there is no rain in Egypt, 
jt.falls abundantly about the sources ofthe Nile. The climate 
in that country is just such as it is in the East-Indies, where 
the only dictin@tion of seasons is into wet and dry. Fornears 
ly six months every year there is almost a perpetual deluge of 


water poured upon the earth. The sources of the Nile ree 
ccives these torrents; which all united into one mighty stream 


flow down and cover the land of Egypt. The country looks 


like a sea, with numerous cities and villages interspersed. _ 


During this overflow the people pay visits, and pass from 
place to place in boats, kept for this purpose. 
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_ The sacred history informs us, that ‘ the fish in the river 
died, and the river stank.’ ‘There was something more in 
this punishment than merely the stench of putred fish ; al- 
though this was particularly loathfome to the Egyptians, who 
| had such an abhorrence to all animal corruption. Not only 
the river, but even the fish, which lived in it were esteemed 
sacred, The priests would never taste fish on account of their 
imputed sanctity. The punishment then was just suited to 
their crime. How must they have been confounded, and ter- 
rified to see the river which they worshipped, thus polluted, 
their land defiled, and themselves almost poisoned by their 
stinking Deities. 

The Egyptians were hereby taught that the Gods whom 
they worshipped were no Gods. This plague reached to the 
land of Goshan, that the Israelites might be warned to avoid 
the idolatrous practices of the Egyptians. And this was more 
proper, because in the neighborhood of Canaan, whither the 
Israelites were going, fish Deities were worshipped. The 
Dagon of the Philistines was one of these. ‘This worship 
extended through Syria, and was in use in the bordeérs‘of Le- 
banon, at Ascalon, at Ashdod, and at Joppa. It was intend- 
ed, therefore, that the Israelites should be disgusted with 
such idolatry, that they might not fall into it, when settled 
in the land which the Lord should give them. 

The second plague was that of the Frogs. Concerning this, 
it is unnecessary to make many observations. By reading the 
account in Exodus you will find that the frogs filled the river, 
and covered all the land of Egypt. This evil, like the for- 
mer arose from their sacred river, in which they confided, 
and of the sanctity of which they had so high an opinion. 
Both the stream and the temples were poliuted anddisgraced, 
to the confusion of the priests, and no one could cleanse him- 
self from the corruption. Besides this, the frog was con- 
sidered. as a sacred emblem of a Deity worshipped among the 
Egyptians, and a further intention of this plague was to give 
the people a disgust to those false Deities which they so blind- 


ly worshipped. Q 
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The third plague was that of the Lice. Tt has been alrest 
dv remarked, that the Egvptians affe&ted great external pue 
rity, atid were very nice in their persons and clothing. Un. 
common care was taken that they might not harbour vermin 
ofany kind. For this purpose the priests never wore any but 
linen garments. For the same reason, as an old historian 
infurms us, they shaved their heads and bodies every third 
day. Many other circumstances might be mentioned to show 
in what abhorrence the Egyptians held these vermin, and 
with what care they were avoided.. The essentials of their 
religion were placed in cleanliness. They made a greatshow 
of delicacy to the world; but in their temples, the most filthy, 


and abominable ations: were daily committed.. The most 
unnatural practices were carried on by their priests m the ve: 


ry shrines of their holy places. This judgement was therefore 
extremely proper. It’ was a suitable punishment upon them 
for making a great show of external purity, when, in truth, 
they were the filthiest of mankind. The priests and magi: 
cians were sensible ofthis; and the punishments was so well 
directed that they were constrained to exclaim ‘ This is the 
finger of God.’ 

The fourth plague was the plague of flies. The flies which 
came upon the Egyptians were formidable, both on account 
of their number, and the smartof their stings.* It appears, 


_—S 





* In the countries bordering upon. Egypt, in Ethiopia, Nu. 
bia, &c. there appears at particular seasons a species of fly, 
ealled by the natives Zim), a little larger than a bee ; the buz. 
zing of which, as soon as heard, excites in all-the beasts of the 
country, the most dreadful terror ; and they run wildly about 
until they die worn out with fatigue and hunger. The punc- 
ture of this fly raises a kind of humour, which inflames and 
putrifics, to the cértain destruction of the cattle. Nothing 
can stand before them; when they appear, troops of elephants” 
and all the wild beasts of Africa, are seen running in every 
direction, showing every sign of the greatest horror, and dis 
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from ancient history, that many nations, and among ‘these 
the Egyptians worshipped particular Deities, which, as they 
supposed, defended them against particular evils. Thus 
some defended the people from fevers, and others from fear. 
some from birds, and ota: rs from-flies. Among the nations 
descended from the Egyptians, there were many-Gods whose 
province it was to drive away flies. ‘It is, then, highly pro. 
bable that the Egyptians‘had such Deities toc. But this was 
aotall, They aétually worshipped a‘fiy. -Baalzebub was one 
of these Fly:Gsds. The propriety, therefore, of punishing 
the Egyptians by «such a plague is evident. And itis not to 
‘be supposed that the punishment was-not. grievious. Several 
instances are upon record of places rendered uninhabitable by 
flies, It may be remarked here that the children of Israel 
were sufferers,-in'the threeformer plagues. This might have 
‘been done fortwo purposes. The one to give the Israelites 
a disgust:to the objeéts of Egyptian worahip, the other to cone 
vince them that there was no illusion in these wonderful e« 
vents. In the following plagues the Egyptians suffered alone ; 
Jest they should suppose that there was nothing particular j in 
‘these judgments, and so refuse to let the children of Israel go. 

The fifth plague was the murrain of beasts. The peculiar 
propriety of infliCling this judgment upon the Egyptians will 
be plainly seen, when it is known that this besotted people re. 
garded with religious veneration the lion, wolf, dog, camel, 
ass, cow, cat, ape, and. goat. Bulls and heifers were main- 
tained in their temples, and worshipped as Deities. But the 
murrain swept away these Gods that lived upon grass and hay, 
and taught the Egyptians that the.God of Israel was the only 
| erue God. 

The sixth plague was that of boils and blains. This like 
‘the others that preceded was particularly -calculated to con- 





may. The only remedy is to fly to the sandy deserts, where 
the fly never comes. 





Vhese observations may show-how 
formidable.was the plague of flies, 
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found the Egyptians, and confirm the faith of the Israelites,” 
The latter by being entirely exempt from it, might have their 
confidence in the God of their Fathers confirmed, while the 
impotence of the Egyptian Deities was strikingly manifested, 
Many of the Gods to whom they paid great reverence were 
supposed to preside over medicine. To these the people trusts 
edinall their maladies. The physicians were commonly priests 
of the Gods of medicine, and pretended to cure the sick by 
their influence. It pleased God, therefore, to bring upon them 
a sore and grevious plague, which. neither their Gods could 
cure nor their physicians alleviate. The Creator of the world 
might have punished these people by earthquakes, volcanoes, 
or terrible inundations ; but these would not have been sufs 
ficiently significant. ‘The plagues inflicted by the Almighty 
were intended not only to punish the Egvptians, but to show 
the baseness of their worship, and the foolishness of their 
confidence in those whom they trusted. ‘There was somes 
thing in the manner in which this plague was inflifed, which 
deserves notice. Moses and Aaron were commanded to take 
ashes of the furnace, and scatter them towards Heaven, that 
they might be wafted over the land. This command was 
highly significant. The furnace was a strixing type of the 
bondage of the Israelites ; and of all the miseries which they 
suffered in Egypt. This might convince the Egyptian tyrants 
that they were punisied on account of the cruelties which they 


exercised on an innocent people. _—_‘ But farther, it was a cuse 


tom among the inhabitants of Egypt, at particular seasons, to 
sacrifice menon a high altar : the Priests then collected the 
ashes and wafted them towards heaven, that wherever they fell 
a blessing might attend the people. In reproof of this horrid 
rite, Moses was commanded to scatter ashes towards the 


Heavens, that wherever the winds wafted them, they might 


prove acurse. ‘The Supreme Being does all things in Wiss y 


a5 2 


dom and righteousness. 
The seventh plague, was that of rain, hail, and fire, attend- 
ed with thunder. It is remarkable, that in Egypt there is ne 
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rain, so that some of the‘ ancient writers characterise it as @ 
<¢ country Without showers.” When therefore, Moses fores 
told, that on the following day, theré should be a grieveous 
fain, attendéd with hail, and thunder, it was an event, of ail 
others the most incredible to an Egyptian; and when it did 


taxe place, the Egyptians must have perceived themselves 
particularly aimed; at in these fearful events so contrary to 
past experience. But farther still, these people were exs 
tremely superstitious, and, greatly, addicted to the observanem 
of portentous appearances. Every uncommon circumstance 
was judged to be of thiskind. Butas these were imaginary 
portents, which arose merely from superstitious dread, it pleas 
sed God to punish them by some realities, to which they ne. 
ver were witnesses before... And the punishment by fire and 
water, was extremely, proper, because the Egyptians were 
guilty of the grossest idolatry towards these elements. Under 
the character of Iris, they worshipped all. fluids, and under 
that of Aieris, the contrary element. It was entirely proper 
then, that they should be punished by them. 

In the history of this plague we are farther told that the 
flax and the barley were smitten, This circumstance may, 
to the ignorant, appear trifling, after the description of the 
terrible slaughter made upon men and cattle by the haik 
But it really was an affair of great moment. The ruin of the 
flax was particularly distressing. It was before mentioned 
that the Egyptians above all nations affected external purity. 
On this account, the whole people wore linen garments. 
The country was particularly famed for the produdtion of 
fine flax, from the manufa¢ture of which other nations were 
supplied with linen, (see Proy. vii. 16—Ezek. xxyii, 7.) 
Hence the destruction of their flax must have been attended 
with great inconvenience, and imust have proved a heavy 
loss: so that a judgment of this kind was more severely fele 
by the Egyptians than it would have been by any other nati- 
on, and by the priests:more than by any other class of men. 
The ruin of the barley was equally injuricus. They kad few 
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vines in Egypt: instead, therefore, of the juice of the grapé 
they used ** barley wine” which served them instead of wa. 
ter, in those seasons of the year when the Nile was turbid, 
and unfit tobe drank. The destrudtion, then, of the. hail, 
rain, and fire, must have been dreadfully ruinous. 


I have now gone through seven of the Egyptian plapues; 
To enter upon the next, would extend this letter, already toa 
Jong to a most unconscionable length, If health continues, 
you shall have the sequel in a few days. Adieu. 


(Ta be concluded in cur next.) 
—? tt 


tro THE EDITORS OF THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 


Tue mind that does not vibrate to the following delicate 
strokes of nature, must be divested of taste, or frozen to the 
feelings of humanity! The genuine effusions of the soul, ri- 
sing in the language of compassion, should start the tear of 
pity, and awake the sympathetic glow of the heart! 


The author of the Negro’s Complaint, is the immortal aus 
thor of the Task ;—a writer whose correétness of taste, purity 
of sentiment, and sincerity of stile, have mearly won the laws 
wel from modern poets. D. 





THE NEGRO’S COMPLAINT. 


4 Forc’d from home and all its pleasures, 
Afric’s coast [ left forlorn ; 
‘To increase a strangers treasures, 
O’er the raging billows borne: __ 
Men from England bought and sold me, 
Paid my price in paltry gold : 
But though theirs they have enroll’d me, 
. Bdinds are never to be sold, 





1 


2 Stillin thoncht, as free as ever, 
What are England’s rights [ afk? 
Me, from my delights to sever, 
Me, to torture, me to task ! 

Fleecy Jocks and blxck complexion, 
Cannot forfeit nature’s claim ; 
Skins may differ, but affectron 
Dwells in white and black the same: - 

§ Why did all creating nature, 

Make the plant for which we toil, 
Sighs must fan it, tears must water, 
Sweat of our’s must dress the soil : 
Think, ye monsters, iron-hearted, 
Lolling at your jovial boards, 

Think, how many blacks have smarted, 
¥or the sweets your cane affords ! 


@ Is there, as ye sometimes tell us, 
Is there one who reigns on high? 


Has he bid you buy and sell us, 

Speaking from his throne the sky ? 
Ask him,. if your knotted scourges, a 
Matches, blood extorting screws, 

Are the means, which duty urges, 

Agents of his will to use! 





& Hark he answers, wild tornadoes, 
Strawing yonder sea with wrecks ; 
Wasting towns, plantations, meadows, 
Are the voice by which he speaks ; 
He forseeing what vexations, 

A fric’s sons should undergo, 
Fix’d their tyrant’s habitations, 
Where his whirlwinds answer—no, 

6 By our blood in Afric wasted, 

Ere our necks received the chain, 
By the miseries that we tasted 


Crossing in your barks, the main, 
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By our suff’rings, since you brought us 
To the man-degrading mart, : 
All sustain’d, with patience taught us, | 
Only by a broken heart. 


” Deem our nation brutes no longer, 
Till some reason ye shall find, 
Worthier of regard, and stronger 
Than the color of our kind ; 

Slaves of gold, whose sordid dealings, 
‘Tarnish all your boasted powers ; 
Prove that you have himan feelings, 
Ere you proudly question ours. 





=—— 





We have received several pieces for the Magazine, which 


cannot be published in this number, but shall in the next. 
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